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THE  CARNAVAL  GRAND  PARADE  STARTS  AT  11:00  AM  ON  SUNDAY  MAY  27TH 


SWEETWYNE,  THE  QUEEN  OF  THE  CARNAVAL,  SEE  PAGE  12 
(PHOTO  BY  FUMINORI  SATO) 


ESCOLA  NOVA  DE  SAMBA,  CARNAVAL  GRAND  CHAMPIONS,  SEE  PAGE  13 
(PHOTO  BY  FUMINORI  SATO) 


Baysball,  Candlestick  park,  October  17, 1989,  5:04pm 
The  global  village  tuned  in;  Shake,  Quake,  Rock  & Roll 
Then  bring  on  the  fires  of  destruction  and  death. 

Earth’s  Alive;  creator,  nurturer,  destroyer 

Life,  death  and  rebirth 

At  the  melting  pot  heart  of  the  City 

From  the  inner  Mission  birthplace  of  the  Bay  Area 

The  phoenix  queen  rises  once  more 

The  month  of  May  was  named  after  the  earth  goddess,  Maia 
A time  to  honor  her  new  green  garments  with  springtime 

merrymaking 

A place  where  the  immortal  spirit  of  make-believe  can  gladden 

hearts 

Pass  thru  fantasy’s  mystic  gate  to  our  ancient  rites  of  Spring 
Exercise  joyous  abandonment  to  our  music,  maypoles,  masks,  myth 

and  magic 

Glimpse  the  dark  side  of  our  souls  in  this  sacred  dance  of  creation 
SF-CARNAVAL  Grand  Parade,  Memorial  Day  Sunday,  who  can 

resist? 
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Offset  Photography 

and  STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 


626-6767 


ADOBE  BOOKSHOP 
3166  16THST.  864-3936 


BETWEEN  VALENCIA  & GUERRERO 


CHECK  US  OUT! 


MACONDO  CAFE 

CULTURAL 


3159  - 16th  Street 


OLD,  RARE,  SCHOLARLY, 
& HARD  TO  FIND 


BUYING  & SELLING  IMPORTANT  & 
USEFUL  BOOKS  IN  ALL  FIELDS 


COFFEE  ESPRESSO 
Home  Made  Soup,  Sandwiches  and  Salads 

OPEN  DAILY  SUNDAY  1 1:00  - 7:00 
11:00-  10:00 

Cultural  Evenings 

v, 1 y 


Picture  Yourself 

Actors,  Musicians,  Models,  Dancers. 
8x10  B/W  Photos,  5 to  500 
Visual  Marketing  Gets  Results! 

AS  LOW  AS  60c  EACH 
SF  Photo  Conspiracy,  863-6462 


1,000  BUSINESS  CARDS 

OR  1.000 BUSINES CARDS  $00 
2 COLORS  $65.00  + tax  tiAl 


Black  Ink 

White  or  Beige  Paper 
Logo  $3  extra 
Blue  Ink:  $3  extra 


EXAMINER  I 


252-0859 


3690  - 18th  St.,  ( Dolores  St.)  S.F, 
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NICE  PLACE,  NOW  BEAT  IT- 


developing  environments 

artr‘ts  #»• Mr  ^ 


By  Tara  A.  Kramer 

An  effort  to  kick  out  some  45  artists  and 
their  children  from  their  studio  apart- 
ments on  1 8th  and  Harrison  has  brought  out 
a sign  reading  "Artists  Fighting  Eviction  - 
We  are  ‘Developing  Environments’  - Fol- 
low Our  Story,”  on  what  used  to  be  a cold 
storage  warehouse.  It  is  a rent  dispute  with 
greater  implications  that  just  individuals’ 
housing.  The  rights  to  affordable  housing 
and  workspace  collide  head  on  with  real 
estate  development  interests.  Skyrocketing 
property  values,  creeping  gcntrification  and 
profit-first  business  makes  its  impact  on  the 
Mission  art  community  in  the  form  of  the 
“three-day  notice”  to  the  tenants. 

The  artists,  incorporated  as  Developing 
Environments,  were  served  with  these  and 
thirty  day  notices  to  vacate  in  J une  1 988.  The 
apparent  overkill  was  perhaps  to  make  sure 
all  the  cvictor’s  bases  were  covered.  The 
evictorsarea  real  estate  organization  with  an 
unlisted  phone  number,  called  Mariposa 
Trust,  and  lately  responsible  for  maximizing 
profits  on  the  former  warehouse. 

What  did  the  artists  do  to  provoke  the 
eviction  notice?  Did  they  dribble  paint  on 
the  landlord  without  cleaning  up,  or  leave 
nude  models  lying  around?  Did  they  decide 
that  rather  than  starve,  they  would  neglect 
their  rent?  None  of  these  is  the  case.  As 
negotiations  for  a new  lease  fell  through  in 
1988,  the  tenants  were  ordered  to  vacate  on 
the  grounds  that  they  hadn't  maintained  the 
building,  despite  spending  over  S70.000  of 
their  own  money  over  seventeen  years  to 
create  their  apartment  studios.  The  notice 
was  the  first  they  had  heard  of  the  trust’s 
dissatisfaction  on  this  count  With  bitter 
irony,  the  eviction  notice  was  found  to  read 
the  tenants  own  suggestions  for  improve- 
ments, on  an  old  loan  application  that  never 
went  through,  as  proof  that  maintenance  was 
not  performed  in  the  eyes  of  the  trusL  As  one 
disillusioned  tenant  remarked,  “ How  much 
maintenance  is  repair,  and  how  much  is 
really  new  improvements?  We  can  prove  we 


did  maintenance." 

On  paper,  and  in  the  counts,  the  issue  is 
ostensibly  maintenance,  but  the  clearer  fact 
is  that  the  trust  would  like  to  evict  the  artists. 
With  this  rent-controlled  tenancy  paying 
only  S4000  to  S6500  monthly  as  a whole, 
there  may  be  more  obvious  reasons  for  the 
attempted  eviction.  Marc  Janowitz,  attor- 
ney representing  the  artists  believes  the  trust 
would  like  to  force  their  rents  up  to  the 
market  rate.  "We  think  the  owners  believe 
that  the  rent  is  way  under  market  value.  In 
June  the  1988  lease  negotiations,  they  in- 
sisted on  raising  the  rent,”  said  Janowitz. 
Rents  were  low  in  the  South  of  Market/ 
Mission  area  when  the  first  two  leases  were 
signed  in  the  mid-70s. 

The  original  owner  of  the  warehouse, 
Ken  Royce,  had  a “benevolent”  relationship 
to  the  artists  in  1973,  when  the  lease  was  first 
signed,  according  to  resident  Ann  Sheridan. 
He  also  had  a number  of  vacant  warehouses 
in  a depressed  area  at  that  time.  Sheridan 
said,  “He  thought  it  was  an  interesting  way 
to  utilize  the  unused  space  - for  artists’ 
housing.  We  had  letters  from  him  and  we 
told  him  what  was  going  on.” 


The  45  artists  and  their  families  living 
on  the  upper  floors  of  540  Alabama  Street 
are  an  unusual  lot,  for  artists,  in  that  they’re 
organized.  While  not  considering  themselves 
exactly  a collective,  they  did  work  together 
by  consensus,  and  many  of  them  became 
established  in  their  local  community  over 
seventeen  years.  ‘They  create  accessible  art 
They’re  part  of  the  community  rather  than 
the  gallery  ghetto,”  said  Janowitz.  They 
include  painter,  sculptors,  graphic  design- 
ers, and  musicians.  The  artists,  entering  in 
the  mid  1970s,  were  part  of  the  move  toward 
urban-pioneering.  “When  I came,”  said 


Sheridan,  of  the  early  days,  “we  were  j 
building  walls.  It  was  like  camping.  Th 
was  no  heat.'It  was  pretty  hard."  With 
blessings  of  the  owner,  the  tenants  rem 
ellcd  the  upper  floors  to  their  own  spccifi 
lions.  “It  was  very  much  a cooperative 
fort,”  said  Sheridan,  “we  brought  our  < 
tools  together.”  In  time,  they  qualified 
hotel  status,  which  does  not  require  individ- 
ual plumbing  forevery  unit 

Royce  renewed  the  lease  in  the  late  70s 
for  1 1 years  and  cosigned  on  a loan  for  the 
artists  to  add  additional  modifications. 

The  process  was  repeated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  lease  in  1988  - under  a new  set  of 
owners,  the  Mariposa  Trust  responsible  for 
maximizing  investment  profits  in  a different 
era  of  soaring  real  estate  values  and  the 
influx  of  the  newly  wealthy  who  find  the 
quality  of  living  created  by  the  urban  pio- 
neers to  be  desirable,  and  who  have  the 
money  to  pay  for  it 

The  Mariposa  Trust’s  attorney  in  the 
dispute,  Michael  Early,  has  refused  com- 
ment, “due  to  the  pending  litigation.”  Martha 
Melton,  the  trust’s  controller  did  not  return 
phone  calls  when  asked  about  the  issue. 

The  arusts’  improvements,  created  in 
the  installed  walls,  the  installed  windows, 
the  spacious  interiors  - attractive  Frida  Kahlo 
sort  of  way  - appear  to  have  added  to  the 
value  of  the  property  and  the  quality  of  life 
in  the  area.  Ironically  this  is  what  threatens 
to  price  the  artists  out  of  their  own  resi- 
dences and  workspaces. 
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The  life,  the  art, 
the  music,  the  people, 
the  politics  of  a 
global  culture  clash 
hour  own  backyard: 
the  MISSION! 


Community  Access 
Mission  T.V. 


y vv 


Monthly,  5:30  pm 
2nd  Wednesdays 
Cable  Channel  25 


& 
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With  your  hosts:  Victor  Miller  and  Kate  Ingram  For  info  call:  626-2862 


Ka  Cumbre 

t 


515  Valencia  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  863-8205 

Mon.  - Sat.  11-10,  Sun.  12-9 


Uaquerta 


Award  winning  tacos  and  burritos 
Voted  the  best  in  the  bay  area. 

"Treat  yourself  to  the  best" 

2 Blks  up  from  the  16th  & Mission  BART 
Station,  then  left  to  515  Valencia  St. 
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BATTLE  FOR  THE  CHILDREN’S  BUDGET 


It’s  certainly  no  revelation  that  today’s 
youth  carry  burdens  they  can’t  lake  can’t 
take  responsibility  for,  much  less  act  upon.  It 
seems  eerie  the  Bay  Area  is  encompassed  by 
a resurgence  of  measles,  a dcvas  la  ting  "child- 
hood” disease  that  everyone  assumed  van- 
ished. But  along  with  the  escalating  num- 
bers of  babies  bom  physically  addicted  to 
crack,  the  escalating  number  of  teen  preg- 
nancies (San  Francisco  rates  highest  in  teen 
births  in  the  Bay  Area;  one  in  every  four  girls 
under  20),  poverty  and  the  lack  of  medical 
aid,  prospects  for  a for  a stable  future  arc 
very  grim.  Grim  that  is,  unless  adults  choose 
to  take  action. 

Attempting  to  change  all  this  is  Cole- 
man Advocates  for  Children  and  Youth,  a 
local,  community-based  group.  It  served  as 
a catalyst  for  voicing  children’s  needs 
when  it  proposed  the  first-ever  Children’s 
Budget  in  1989.  Submiuing  the  S5.5  million 
budget  toCity  Hall, Coleman  received  unani- 
mous approval  from  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors in  its  “idea  of  an  annual  Children’s 
Budget  as  a coordinated,  comprehensive 
package  of  proposals  which  cut  across  de- 
partmental lines...  to  address  the  most  press- 
ing needs  of  the  city’s  children,  youth  and 
families."  Tying  in  with  a public  statement 
by  Mayor  Agnos  that  the  budget  must  con- 
sider children  and  youth  its  “highest  prior- 
ity,” the  Board  agreed  to  add  $1  million  in 
funds  for  children’s  services  to  the  city 
budgeL  Subsequently,  several  million  dol- 
lars from  private,  federal  and  stale  funds 
were  later  added  to  create  a mental  health 
planning  fund  and  a street  work  program, 
along  with  other  services. 

Modeled  after  the  national  Children’s 
Defense  Fund,  Coleman  has  built  a reputa- 
tion for  helping  despondent  families  and 
their  children.  By  organizing  and  providing 
resources  for  smaller,  grassroots  groups  and 
maintaining  lines  of  communication  to  the 
enclaves  of  City  Hall , the  people  at  Coleman 
hope  to  include  every  facet  of  the  commu- 
nity. Now,  with  a new  1990  Children’s 
Budget  in  their  hands,  the  Coleman  group 
intends  to  prioritize  children’s  needs  even 
more  with  aS  18.6  million  budget.  Executive 
director/spokeswoman  Margaret  Brodkin  has 
written  articles  for  the  Examiner  and  the  San 
Francisco  Business  Times  concerning  the 
plight  of  city  youth  and  what  we  can  do. 
Believing  City  Hall  must  focus  on  the 
Children’s  Budget  in  order  toeradicate  drug 
abuse,  unsafe  after- school  playgrounds,  gang 
violence  and  child  abuse,  Brodkin  said  San 
Francisco  must  concentrate  on  prevention 


programs. 

The  statistics  on  children  and  youth  are 
alarming.  While  they  provide  a national 
scope,  the  information  Coleman  collects 
mostly  reflects  the  particular  ailments  in  San 
Francisco.  One  in  five  children  have  no 
health  coverage,  a triple  increase  in  the  last 
five  years.  Nearly  23  percent  of  children 
bom  in  San  Francisco  receive  no  prenatal 
care,  with  higher  figures  for  teen  pregnan- 
cies and  pregnancies  of  black  women.  The 
city’s  Foster  Care  system  is  overloaded  and 
understaffed.  With  23  proposals,  the  1990 
Children's  Budget  covers  a wide  scope  of 


potential  services,  calling  upon  the  city  to 
“assure  each  child  a supportive  neighbor- 
hood, a stable  home,  a healthy  life,  and  fu- 
ture." 

“We  (atColcman ’s) obviously  increased 
the  budget  because  we  found  bigger  de- 
mands in  the  community.  I visited  schools 
and  spoke  to  classes  and  asked  the  kids, 
‘What  do  you  want  from  the  city?  What 
kinds  of  things  might  help?’  They  were  very 
responsive,  Brodkin  said. 

Indeed,  a popular  interest  in  creating  a 
program  aimed  at  preparing  youths  for  the 
labor  market  inspired  the  recently  approved 


Youth  Employment  Program.  Touted  by 
the  Mayor’s  six  month-old  Office  of  Chil- 
dren, Youth  and  Their  Families  (OCYTF), 
the  Youth  Employment  Program  provides 
guidance  inside  and  outside  of  school.  With 
a 10-seat  committee  established  to  oversee 
the  project  and  already  over  200  youths 
recruited,  the  Youth  Employment  program 
works  with  schools,  corporations  and  small 
businesses  by  subsidizing  services  such  as 
form  academic  tutoring  and  job  search 
assistance.  OCYTF  director  Keith  Choy 
said  in  general,  San  Francisco’s  business 
sector  is  loo  wrapped  up  in  protesting  local 


business  taxes,  as  a recent  Chamber  of 
Commerce  address  to  City  Hall  testifies. 
Accusing  city  government  of  a “surplus"  at 
the  end  of  both  the  1988  and  1989  budget 
years  stemming  from  a miscalculation  of 
the  deficit,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
so  far  showed  little  concern  for  investing  in 
our  children’s  future. 

When  responding  to  children’s  needs, 
it’s  more  bark  than  bite  within  City  Hall,  in 
Brodkin’s  opinion.  But  Choy  insists  Mayor 
Agnos  is  deep;  concerned  that  children  and 
youth  "find  betterground.’’“Thcre’sa  lot  we 
need  to  do,  and  sometimes  not  all  programs 


work,  but  [the  Office  for  Children,  Youth 
and  Their  Familiesl  was  created  to  gather 
teachers,  public  officials  and  community  or- 
ganizers... to  work  together  on  the  problems 
our  kids  face.” 

Where  money  will  come  from  and  where 
it  will  go  are  hot  issues  in  city  government 
Each  department  wants  to  be  the  budget’s 
pet,  and  each  interest  group  wants  to  be  at 
least  heard.  These  are  the  perennial  compo- 
nents of  politics. 

“It’s  really  frustrating...  trying  to  get 
people  to  understand  children  shouldn’t  be  a 
political  issue,”  Brodkin  says.  None-the- 
less,  if  Coleman  wants  to  achieve  its  goals,  it 
must  work  with  the  mire  of  bureaucracy. 
Regarding  San  Francisco’s  S14.6  million 
discretionary  portion  of  the  state’s  tobacco 
tax  revenue  as  potential  money  to  be  spent 
on  new,  preventative  health  services  for  chil- 
dren, Brodkin  called  the  Mayor’s  decision  to 
use  the  money  to  replenish  the  city’s  general 
fund  a “moral  outrage.”  Also  going  into  the 
general  fund  will  be  some  S6  million  gener- 
ated from  the  recent  0. 1 percent  business  tax 
hike;  Brodkin  says  it  should  go  to  further 
establishing  job  training  programs  for  youth. 

Deputy  Mayor  of  Finance  Carol  Wilk- 
ins says  “when  [City  Hall]  was  putting  to- 
gether its  budget  last  year  with  a S58  million 
deficit,  we  said  we  can’t  count  on  any  net 
increase  in  state  funding.  We  had  the  gov- 
ernment threatening  to  take  state  funds 
away. ..people  telling  us  Prop.  99  was  going 
to  bring  us  new  money,  but  the  state  legisla- 
ture hadn’t  enacted  the  legislation  to  allocate 
that  money,  so  we  didn’t  know  what  our 
share  would  be.  We  gambled  that  the  state 
revenues  would  stay  even,  and  we  would 
make  the  cutbacks  elsewhere  in  city  govern- 
ment to  be  able  to  provide  a higher  level  of 
health  care  for  the  city.”  To  Wilkins,  it 
seems  only  fair  that  money  taken  out  from 
the  general  fund  for  health  care  should  be  re- 
placed with  the  Prop.  99  tobacco  tax  reve- 
nues. 

As  it  stands,  the  1990 Children’s  Budget 
is  still  wallowing  through  endless  commit- 
tee hearings  and  public  meetings  (meetings, 
Brodkin  says,  that  are  virtually  impossible 
to  attend  due  to  relocation,  rescheduling,  or 
lack  of  notice).  Brodkin,  Choy  and  Wilkins 
all  agree  the  rise  of  neighborhood  activism- 
groups  like  the  Omega  Boys  Club  and  the 
Real  Alternatives  Program  (RAP)  - and 
stronger  participation  from  big  business  are 
essential  to  investing  in  the  future. 

Kristy  ORell 


Stalls  for  Rent 
in  Picturesque  Noe  Valley 

Prime  Location  - Best  Block  of  24th  Street 
3922  - 24th  Street  (between  Noe  & Sanchez) 

Open  This  Weekend  and 
Every  Saturday  and  Sunday 
6’  x 45”  Stalls 

Only  3500  per  Day 

8am  to  Sunset 


Wanted  - Only  Good  Stuff,  Only  Good  Dea 

Sports  Wear  Jewelry 

Sporting  Goods  Handbags 

Clothing  Housewares 

Arts  & Crafts  CD’s,  Tapes,  etc. 

Accessories  Toys 

Belts  & Ties  Tools,  etc. 


No  Food  - No  Garage  Sale  Items  - No  Furniture 

Sign  In  at  Uptown  News,  3920  - 24th  Street 
Monday  - Friday,  8am  to  10pm 


jvl^:lstr0M 

BOOKS 


sw 

Ur  . >• 


Maelstrom  always  pays  well 
for  fine  and  unusual 
bouks  and  libraries. 
Open  daily  12pm-7pm 
for  spring  and  summer. 
572  Valencia  Street 
@ 17th  Street,  San  Francisco 
CA  941 10  (415)  863-  9933 


when  you  want 
the  very  best  in  . . . 

Cuban  & Spanish  Cuisine 


LUNCHEON  SPECIALS  . . . 

Picadillo  • Patage  Garbanzo 
Cubano  Sandwich  • Steak  Sandwich 
Picrna  Sandwich 

DINNER  SPECIALS  . . . 

Paella  a la  Valenciana 
Chamorro  de  Pucrco  • P.olicfce 
Mechado  • Lengua  en  Salsa 
Tasajo  • Rabo  Encendido 

WEEKEND  SPECIALS  . 

I-cchon  • Yuca  cce  Mojo 
Congri  y Ensalada 

EXTRAS  . . 

Tamales  • Croquets* 
Tost  ones  • Maduros 
Yuca  con  Mojo  ile  Ajn 


UBA 

■ RESTAl'KANT 


A Cookiall  Lounge 

OPIN  EVERY  DAY  •£■  FACILITIES  FOR  EVERY  EVENT 
I Available  on  SAanrofl.  Sotwaon  I6rh  and  IT*  StTWTt i 

2886  I6TH  STREET  & SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCC  i4I5i  255-2396 
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ANOTHER  LOOK 
AT  THE  KOBAN 


^ ociety  is  in  chaos.  Government  is  un- 
O able,  maybe  unwilling,  to  guarantee 
peace  in  the  streets.  A whole  separate  econ- 
omy has  developed,  not  reflected  in  statis- 
tics of  the  Gross  National  Product  but  only 
very  occasionally  in  police  reports.  Black 
markets  are  flourishing  and  underworld 
elements  ate  openly  hawking  their  latest 
loot.  Marauding  groups,  drunks,  prostitutes 
and  drug  pushers  have  practically  decreed  a 
curfew  on  the  residents:  be  cautious  during 
day  light  and  stay  inside  after  dark. 

Most  people  gave  up  long  time  ago 
complaining  to  authorities.  Electoral  par- 
ticipation is  low  and  still  falling.  In  contrast, 
lotto  fever  is  high.  The  chance  to  escape  by 
winning  the  big  pot  is  1 in  14,000,000.  The 
chance  to  make  the  neighborhood  a peaceful 
place,  is  obviously  seen  as  slimmer. 

No,  we  are  not  talking  about  Romania 
just  before  the  leading  politician  was  shot 
after  a two-hour  secret  trial.  No,  we  are  not 


the  koban  is  unattended  tor  no  more  man  a 
few  minutes.  Better  coordination  with  Mis- 
sion Police  Station  and  changes  in  the  sched- 
ule would  improve  the  visibility  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  koban. 

SupervisorGonzalez  seemed  happy  with 
the  statistics  showing  a decrease  in  calls  for 
police  help.  It  seemed  only  to  confirm  that 
the  koban,  has  made  a dramatic  impact.  This 
writer,  a resident  of  the  Mission,  reminded 
him  and  the  rest  of  the  assembly  that  statis- 
tics can  be  mighty  misleading.  Plain  obser- 
vation suggests  that,  outside  the  direct  view 
of  the  koban  street  life  has  not  changed  a bit. 
The  walk  to  BART  or  the  bus  stop  is  longer 
than  the  twenty  steps  directly  at  the  comer. 

Unfortunately,  Supervisor  Gonzalez, 
who  arrived  twenty-five  minutes  late,  had  to 
leave  early.  The  positive  side-effect  was  a 
more  informal  discussion  and  exchange  of 
ideas.  One  suggestion  residents  should  heed 
is  that  you  as  residents  should  call  the  police 


talking  about  East  Germany  or  Nicaragua 
whose  citizens  want  their  societies  changed. 
We  are  talking  about  life  in  the  urban  neigh- 
borhoods of  the  Free  World.  (You  might 
find  it  astonishing  that  people  from  Main- 
land China  to  Lithuania  are  eager  to  achieve 
this  lifestyle,  but  maybe  Bush  and  Radio 
Marti  don’t  report  beyond  Disney  world). 
After  years  of  complaints  and  an  ever-pro- 
gressing decay  in  the  quality  of  life,  people 
decided  that  one  of  the  best  ways  to  increase 
safety  was  to  have  a koban  on  16th  and 
Mission  Streets.  The  Koban,  a Japanese  - 
style  police  kiosk,  would  be  the  station  for 
rotating  shifts  of  police  officers  from  the 
SFPD.UCSF  and  BART.  With  the  comer  of 
Mission  and  16th  watched  during  most  of 
the  day,  especially  during  commute  hours, 
hoodlums  and  petty  criminals  would  be  dis- 
couraged and  soon  abandon  the  vicinity  of 
this  busy  intersection. 

The  Koban,  which  cost  $35,000,  was 
finally  unveiled  in  January  of  this  year.  Pe- 
riodic follow-up  meetings  were  scheduled 
for  April  18,1990,  four  months  after  its  inau- 
guration. In  addition  to  many  letters,  S.F. 
Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  ’ office  called  more 
than  200  supporters  to  invite  them  person- 
ally. The  meeting  on  April  18  saw  15  people 
including  SupervisorGonzalez  and  his  aide, 
6 police  officers,  2 Koban  Committee  Co- 
chairs and  reporters. 

The  impression  of  some  residents  that 
the  koban  is  more  often  closed  than  open 
was  answered  in  that  there  is  a half-hour  gap 
between  shifts  in  the  morning,  but  otherwise 


(9-1-1  for  emergency,  553-0123  for  all  other 
calls)  even  if  from  experience  you  are  quite 
sure  that  the  police  will  not  respond  in  a 
timely  fashion,  if  at  all.  Since  the  politics, 
including  the  level  of  police  protection,  is 
largely  determined  by  statistics,  repeated 
calls  tell  the  local  police  station  and  the  local 
government  that  all  is  not  well  in  the  Mis- 
sion. How  misleading  statistics  can  be,  was 
evident  when  the  officers  reported  that  not 
one  call  concerned  prostitution  or  drug  deal- 
ing. Per  statistics,  it  does  not  happen  on 
Mission  Street. 

Talking  to  residents,  one  can  hear 
comments  that  the  koban  has  made  an  im- 
pact, albeit  small,  in  the  direct  area  of  the 
intersection  but  only  to  have  the  same  people 
with  the  same  behavior  hanging  out  half  a 
block  away.  Others  are  even  more  critical. 
Ann  Kirschner,  a resident  at  1 7th  Street  near 
Mission,  calls  the  koban  and  the  surround- 
ing PR  “empty  symbolism”.  Robert  Cole,  a 
community  activist  from  Sycamore  Street, 
sees  the  koban  as  a “political  ploy” 

You  as  a resident  or  visitor  probably 
have  your  own  impression  and  opinion  about 
the  koban.  Write  us  at  the  North  Mission 
News  and  write  the  supervisors,  including 
Supervisor  Gonzalez,  at  City  Hall,  Room 
235,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102.  Only  a more 
public  discussion  about  the  koban  and  other 
neighborhood  concerns  will  help  to  start 
effective  improvements  for  this  our  neigh- 
borhood. 
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The  life,  the  art, 
the  music,  the  people, 
the  politics  of  a 
global  culture  clash 
in  our  om  backyard: 
the  MISSION! 


Community  Access 
Mission  T.V. 


Monthly,  5:30  pm 
2nd  Wednesdays 
Cable  Channel  25 


With  your  hosts:  Victor  Miller  and  Kate  Ingram  For  info  call:  626-2882 
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Bailey  Bar 


1300  Church  St.  @ 25th 
824-3080 

San  Francisco's 
Micro  Brew 
Headquarters 


Vv.A 


30 

Draft 

Beers 


Friday  May  18 
Free  Buffet 


with 

Beverage  Purchase 


1300  Church  St.  @ 25th 
824-3080 


Jacks 

Bar 


1601  Fillmore 
Dancing  and 
Live  Music 
7 nights  a week 


Jacks 

Elixir 


3200-  16th 
60+  drafts 
will  be  available 
in  June 
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SHIPS  HOURS: 

6am  2am 
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IQMIGS/GARDS/TOYS  AND  MORE 

491  Guerrero  Street  @ 17th 
2 blocks  from  16th  Street/ BART 

861-1220 

11-7  Mon-Thun,  Sat  11-9  Fridays,  Sunday  11-5 
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FINALLY. 

REAL  New  York  Pizza 
in  the  Mission. 

Arinell  Pizza 

509  Valencia  (at  16th) 

The  Original  New  York  Style  Pizza 
Quality  and  Value  Since  1975 

• 

Why  pay  $15  to  have  an  imitation  delivered? 


PICK-  UP  Our  Large  2 Item 
Family  Size  Pizza  for  $io.oo 

Other  All-Day,  Every-Day  Specials: 

•Medium  Pizza  with  1 Topping $ 7.50 

•Regular  Slice  with  Pepperoni  or  Olives 

and  Small  Soda $ 1.75 

•Regular  Slice  with  Double  Pepperoni—  $ 1.75 

Toppings:  Pepperoni  • Mushrooms  • Sausage 
Olives  • Anchovies  • Onions  • Bell  Peppers 
and  Fresh  Garlic. 

• 

Ao  coupon  required  • All  prices  include  sales  tax 

Call  Ahead:  255-1303 


LABOR’S 
MAYDAY  CALL 
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DOHERTY  CONSTRUCTION 

w Huumui  i o 

• Remodels 

• Kitchens 

• Stairs 

• Decks 

• New  Work 

Free  Estimates 
Reasonable  Rates 

221-9462 

Lie  # 514968 

9 m ’» 

& 

,5  V ' 

v <*• 


HARRY  BRIDGES  DURING  THE  1934  GENERAL  STRIKE 


> 


- by  Brian  Doohan 

the  memorial  services  for 
longshoremen’s  leader  Harry  Bridges 
last  month,  labor  mediator  Sam  Kagle, 
who  still  has  scars  from  the  tumultuous 
General  Strike  of  1934  recalled  Bridges 
as  a well-rounded,  complex  man  who’d 
lop  off  a lough  day  at  the  bargaining  table 
with  a visit  to  a Harlem  house  party  to  see 
Billie  Holiday  or  Meade  Lux  Lewis  or,  in 
San  Francisco,  Louis  Armstrong,  Turk 
J Murphy  or  Vernon  Alley  at  the  ILWU’s 
r legendary  Green  Room. 

So  it  was  only  fitting  that  Alley  led  the 
, orchestra  that  accompanied  the  tributes 
to  a man  many  believe  was  San 
Francisco’s  last  real  union  leader.  But 
behind  the  florid  tributes  of  that  service 
lurked  a fear  that  the  best  days  of  working 
t people  also  lie  in  the  past.  Battered  by 
automation  and  runaway  corporations 
land  the  Reagan-Bush  union  busting 
■ policies  that  hammer  air  traffic 
controllers  and  Greyhound  bus  drivers 
alike,  organized  labor  is  questioning 
itself,  questioning  their  policy  of  granting 
the  bosses  concessions  in  the  hope  of 
keeping  at  least  some  of  their  jobs. 

Is  it  too  late? 

Bridges  emigrated  from  Australia  and 
worked  the  docks  in  the  1920s  joining,  for 
a time,  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the 
World  (IWW)  and  taking  command  of 
the  ILWU.  "He  had  a complete  trust  in 
the  rank  and  file,"  Kagle  recalled,  and  a 
distaste  for  the  corrupt  tactics  of  his 
predecessors. 

As  one  of  the  orators  put  it,  "he  was 
concerned  with  what  was  on  the  table,  not 
what  was  under  it." 

Bridges  and  the  longshoremen  won 
perhaps  labor’s  greatest  victory  during 
the  General  Strike  which  followed  a 
police  shooting  of  unarmed  picketers. 
He  battled  not  only  the  bosses,  but  the 
US  government  which  tried  to  have  him 
deported  for  subversion  during  the  early 
1950s.  He  and  his  attorney  Vincent 
Hallinan  beat  the  red-baiters,  but  even 
Bridges  could  not  prevent  the  eventual 
decline  of  the  ILWU  as  containerized 
shipping  supplanted  the  loading  and 
unloading  jobs.  Finally,  he  cut  a deal  to 
protect  the  remaining  jobs...  which  must 
have  disturbed  him  greatly,  but  even  in 
retirement  he  continued  fighting  for  the 
working  stiffs. 

"Harry  didn’t  preach  class  war,"  said 
Jack  Henning  of  the  state  AFL-CIO,  "but 
he  did  understand  that  the  economic 
interests  of  the  employer  class  never  have 
been  and  never  can  be  the  interests  of  the 
working  class." 

He  was  never  so  beloved  in  life  as  in 
death.  The  San  Francisco  Examiner 
stated  that  the  world  "is  much  belter  due 
to  his  efforts,"  a feeling  it  certainly 


did  not  express  in  the  30s  or  50s. 

As  a Seattle  union  official  warned 
"world  look  out,  because  his  ashes  arc 
going  all  over  and  now  you  will  see  some 
action!" 

Vincent  Hallinan  agrees.  To  the 
attorney  who  represented  Bridges  in  his 
numerous  scraps  with  hostile 
governments,  "there’ll  always  be  a future" 
for  labor.  "My  father  was  a streetcar 
conductor  who  had  scars  from  battling 
the  police  in  strikes  between  1906  and 
1910,"  recalled  Hallinan,  now  in  his  90s. 
"These  guys  shooting  at  the  Greyhound 
scabs...  same  thing." 

Rick  Sorro  of  the  Mission  Hiring  Hall 
also  remembers  the  days  when  labor 
walked  tall  and  the  ILWU  taller  than 
most.  "They  always  were  highly 
integrated,  and  took  the  lead  in  creating 
programs.  They  used  to  have  people  on 
boards  of  organizations  like  the  MCO 
(Mission  Community  Organization  - the 
premier  community  service  agency  of  the 
60s  and  early  70s).  Some  unions  were 
accused  of  racism  but  the  ILWU  was 
always  involved  in  children’s  activities  or 
employment  programs.  We  had  a lot  of 
common  agendas." 

Now,  there  are  a lot  of  common 
problems.  Skilled  trade  union  jobs  arc 
leaving  the  United  States  and  leaving  San 
Francisco  in  even  greater  numbers. 
Formerly  effective  tactics  like  boycotts, 
civil  disobedience  and  secondary  strikes 
have  either  been  outlawed  or  are 
distasteful  to  a generation  of  labor 
leaders  whom  old  timers  may  have 
considered  squeamish.  And  for  too 
many,  the  word  "solidarity"  just  means 
something  in  Polish. 

"The  future  of  labor  depends  on 
whether  rank  and  file  workers  will 
continue  to  followtrade  union  leadership 
or  take  their  lives  back  into  their  own 
hands,"  believes  Jess  Grant  of  the  IWW 
which  is  still  kicking  and  experiencing 
something  of  a comeback.  Noting  the 
success  of  a Local  2 (hotel  & restaurant 
union)  blockade  of  a particularly 
anti-labor  hotel  he  calls  the  Greyhound 
leadership’s  refusal  to  fight  for  it’s  life 
"inexplicable"  and  complains  that  trying 
to  encourage  progressive  elements  in  the 
AFL-CIO  is  "pretty  futile".  One  of  the 
most  impacted  local  industries  has  been 
the  garment  trade.  Levi-Strauss  has  been 
shipping  jobs  across  the  border  to 
low-wage  "authoritarian"  regimes.  In 
February,  the  News  reported  the  closure 
of  part  of  the  giant  Koret  firm  and,  last 
month,  the  company  announced  that  it 
would  be  moving  its  remaining  facilities 
to  Guatemala. 

According  to  Amy  Dean  of  the 
International  Ladies’  Garment  Workers’ 
Union,  the  predominantly  female  and 
minority  workforce  will  negotiate 
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aggressively  up  lo  ihe  June  1st  closing 
date.  With  so  many  jobs  moving  to 
Central  American  dictatorships,  the 
ILGWU  is  exploring  alliances  with 
human  rights  and  labor  organizations 
south  of  the  border  and  vows  that  Koret 
will  not  be  able  to  enjoy  their  runaway 
profits  with  impunity. 

"If  we  have  to,  we’ll  go  to  a nationwide 
consumer  boycott,"  Dean  promises. 

Elsewhere,  a bleak  picture  presents 
itself.  The  once  proud  San  Francisco 
food  processing  industry  suffered 
perhaps  the  final  nail  in  the  coffin  with 
the  flight  of  Best  Foods,  which  followed 
the  acquisition  of  the  Kilpatrick  Bakery 
by  Budweiser  and  the  subsequent 
automation  of  its  facilities.  Even 
non-union  clerical  jobs  are  beginning  to 
fall  lo  overseas  satellite  transmission 
and/or  automation.  And  some  strikes, 
like  those  of  the  machinists  at  the  Auto 
Center  or  of  the  Theater  Janitors  limp 
along  for  years,  becoming 
embarassments  lo  all  concerned. 

In  the  Mission,  Rick  Sorro  notes  that 
the  future  of  labor  « differsl  widely  based 
on  the  education  of  the  employee  of  the 
future. 

"When  I was  growing  up,  I could  walk 
around  South  of  Market  and  get  five 
offers  a day.  The  good  middle  ground  of 
blue  collar  jobs  is  no  longer  here,"  he  said, 
referring  to  the  disappearing  food 
processing,  manufacturing  and  even 
skilled  crafts  jobs  with  companies  like  the 
gas  and  phone  utilities.  "If  you’ve  got  an 
education  beyond  high  school  you  can 
work  downtown,  otherwise  you’re  stuck." 

With  young  job  seekers  having  come  to 
Mission  Hiring  Hall  since  1971,  Sorro  has 
witnessed  the  changing  labor  market  and 
believes  that  vocational  classes  offered 
by  the  public  schools  are  out  of  date. 
"The  marketable  skills  today  are  data 
processing,  hotel  and  restaurant  trades 
or  building  maintenance,"  he  says. 
"Warehouse  jobs  are  disappearing... 
they’re  precious.  The  young  people  who 
get  out  of  the  dead  end  jobs  have  to  have 
a plan  of  action." 

"The  question  of  labor  is  always 
related  to  economics,"  Sam  Kagle 
observes.  "There’s  been  a movement  of 
labor  from  manufacturing  to  service 
groups,  but  the  ILWU,  for  example,  has 
actually  added  some  longshoremen  to 
their  regular  force.  On  the  other  hand, 


the  garment  unions  are  taking  a hell  of  a 
beating." 

The  ILGWU’s  Amy  Dean  secs  the 
labor  problem  as  being  one  of  timidity, 
especially  during  the  last  decade. 
"Workers  came  out  of  the  80’s  totally 
beaten.  We  thought  that  if  we  gave  up  a 
little  we  would  keep  our  jobs.  But 
concessionary  bargaining  has  failed,  so 
now  we’d  rather  bargain  hard." 

"There’s  nothing  new  - workers  are 
doing  the  same  things  they  always  have," 
says  Vincent  Hallinan.  "Harry  Bridges 
always  had  the  future  in  mind,  but  he 
thought  that  labor  was  stuck...  he  felt  the 
solution  had  to  be  political.  Workers 
have  to  find  some  way  of  controlling 
government." 

To  Danny  Beagle  of  the  ILWU,  the 
decline  of  the  labor  movement  and  the 
hostile  political  climate  are  related.  "It’s 
not  a vicious  circle,  but  one  thing  leads  to 
another.  We’re  just  trying  to  protect  the 
institution,  organize  people,  and  keep 
doing  what  we’ve  been  doing."  But  when 
asked  if  the  ILWU  would  unload  ships 
bringing  scab  Koret  clothing  back  from 
Guatemala,  he  could  only  admit  "1  don’t 
know." 

"No  one  ever  had  the  kind  of  marriage 
with  the  community  like  the  ILWU  used 
to,"  Rick  Sorro  remembers.  "Local  2 (the 
restaurant  and  hotel  union)  is  closest  in 
that  they’re  doing  what  a lot  of  unions  got 
away  from...  organizing. 

"Harry,  he  did  his  job  but  now 
somebody’s  got  to  pick  it  up." 

At  the  close  of  Bridges’  memorial 
service,  his  own  family,  including  wife 
Nikki,  who  spent  three  years  in  a 
Japanese-  American  concentration 
camp  during  World  War  II,  and 
daughters,  also  urged  those  who 
attended  the  service  not  to  give  up.  "His 
spirit  is  wherever  there  is  a Fight  for  civil 
rights  or  a picket  line,"  said  daughter 
Julie. 

Another  daughter,  Kathy  recalled 
Bridges’  belief  that  the  class  struggle 
would  survive  his  death  as  it  survived  his 
retirement.  "And  now,  it  will  be  fought 
by  his  children  and  your  children." 

"There  is  still  work  to  be  done,"  Nikki 
Bridges  said.  The  National  Health  Plan. 
Housing  the  homeless.  Making  sure  that 
young  people  are  better  educated. 

"I  ask  you  not  to  let  him  down." 


LATIN  MUSIC.  INCLUDING  BRAZILIAN  JAZZ  AND  SALSA 
12  PIECE  ORCHESTRA 

The  largest  Nightclub  in  San  Francisco 
with  the  largest  dance  floor  around. 


FREE  PARKING  LOT  ( Security  Guard) 

FREE  COAT  CHECK 

THURS  + SUN  8PM  - 2 AM 
FRIDAY  9PM  -Wl 
SUN  12-5  PM  SENIORS  BALLROOM  DANCING 

3140  MISSION  ■ 648  - 66  1 1 


FAST  FREE  DELIVERY 


SAVE 

$1-$2  off  if 
you  mention  this  ad 
when  ordering 


18  DELICIOUS 

TOPPINGS 

PIZZA 

SODAS 

CALZONE 

DEEP  DISH 

FRESH  SALADS 


5-1615 


BY  THE  PIE  ...BY  THE  SLICE 


3274  21  ST. 

at  Valencia 


Catering  to  Home,  Apt,  Office,  Business,  ect.. 

Serving  The  Mission 
Bernal  Heights,  Noe  Valley 
Potrero  Hill  and  SOMA 

OPEN  7 DAYS  WEEK 

Sunday -Thursday  1 1 AM- 1 1PM 
Friday  - Saturday  11  AM- 12AM 

3274  21  ST.  (between  Mission/Valencia) 


• Dependable  Work- 
Honest  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

• A Community-Oriented 
People's  Garage 

• Men  and  Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  Smog  Station 

611  Florida  St. (Near  18th  St.) 
San  Francisco  94110  415/285- 


Now  Open 
7 Days 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
REPAIR  CENTER 


8588 


FOREIGN  AND  OOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 


PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 

FAMILY  THRIFT 
STORE 

621-2581 


Furniture 
Books 
Clothing 

LOWEST  PRICES 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON  - FRI 9-8 
SAT-SUN  10-6:30 
1855  Mission  St. 


MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%*  Except  Mattresses  and  New  Items 


pO £*°* 

CURE  FOR  THE  BLUES 

Prescription  for  a good  time: 
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CELEBRATING 
AMERICA’S  FREEDOM- 
CINCO  DE  MAYO,  1990 


by  Norm  Page 

Hey  Cinco  de  Mayo!  Mexican  Indepen- 
dence Day,  right?  Wrong.  Cinco  de 
Mayo  is,  in  fact,  a celebration  of  the  Mexi- 
can army’s  victory  under  the  leadership  of 
General  Ignacio  Zaragoza  over  Napolean 
Ill’s  overwhelmingly  powerful  French  Army 
at  Puebla  in  1862.  The  Mexican  Army’s 
victory  did  not  set  the  world  on  its  ears,  but 
it  did  send  strong  signals  to  the  Imperial 
forces  of  the  time.  After  all,  a peasant  army 
had  just  defeated  one  of  the  leading  Super- 
powers of  the  world,  an  army,  under  Na- 
polean Ill’s  megalomaniacal  leadership, 
which  had  long  been  considered  the  world’s 
most  powerful.  It  was  all  of  Latin  America 
which  celebrated  the  victory  at  Phebla,  for 
the  hard-fought  battle  signified  not  merely 
the  surprising  strength  of  one  small  country, 
Mexico,  but  also  the  indefatigable  defense 
of  the  entire  Latino  culture  against  all  impe- 
rialist advances. 

Today,  the  Latino  community  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  across  the  nation,  celebrates  Cinco 
de  Mayo  not  only  as  a memorial  but  more 
importantly,  and  more  significantly,  as  a 
means  to  vocalize  the  importance  of  Latino 
culture  as  a vital  aspect  of  American  Society 
at-large.  This  is  why  the  1990  Cinco  de 
Mayo  celebrates  not  only  Latino  independ- 
ence but  also  American  freedom.  And  due  to 
the  recent  sweeping  changes  and  democratic 
reforms  taking  place  throughout  Eastern 
Europe,  Cinco  de  Mayo,  1990  celebrates  the 
notions  of  world  freedom  and  peace. 

San  Francisco’s  Cinco  de  Mayo,  1990, 
produced  by  MECA,  the  Mission  Economic 
Cultural  Association,  was  initiated,  as  usual, 
by  the  Coronation  Ball  on  April  22nd.  The 
gala  event,  which  announces  this  year's 
Cinco  de  Mayo  King  and  Queen,  was  held  at 
the  S.F.  Mart  and  was  sponsored  by  Sanwa 
Bank. 

This  year’s  schedule  of  events  really 
“swings”  into  action  on  May  4 with  “Rock 


en  Espagnol.”  The  evening’s  festivities  will 
feature  Mexico’s  hottest  and  most  promis- 
ing rock  n’  roll  band,  Maldita  Vecindad  y 
Los  Hijos  del  Quinto  Patio,  as  well  as  Toda- 
via  (from  Tijuana/Los  Angeles)  and  San 
Francisco’s  own  Bandido.  The  show  will 
start  Friday,  May  4 at  8:00  pm  at  the  Social 
ObeRero  (2929  19th  Street)  and  tickets  - 
S10  advance  admission,  $12  the  day  of  the 
show  - will  be  available  through  MECA  as 
well  as  BASS  (415  762-BASS) 

Maldita  Vecindad  isan  urban  rock  group 
formed  in  1985  which  seeks  to  produce  a 
Latin  Rock  using  many  other  varied  genres 
to  form  what  they  themselves  call  Ska-Son, 
Funk-Montuno,  Cumbia-Punk,  Kiosk 
-sound.  The  group  enjoys  a great  deal  of 
popularity  in  Mexico,  having  shared  the 
stage  with  stars  of  Spanish  Rock  such  as 
Miguel  Mateos,  Charlie  Garcia  and  Fito 
Paez,  as  well  as  with  artists  throughout 
Mexico  and  California.  The  show  promises 
to  be  “rockin’.” 

The  1990  Cinco  de  Mayo  Parade  from 
20th  and  Mission  St.  down  24th  to  Potrero 
will  be  led  this  year  by  none  other  than  rock 
n’  roll  legend  and  local  home-boy  Carlos 
Santana  who  will  reign  as  Grand  Marshall. 
The  parade  begins  Sat.  May  5th  at  1 1 am  and 
will  feature,  as  usual,  the  colorful  floats, 
beautiful  dancers,  strolling  mariachis  and 
charros  and  their  majestic  horses  which  have 
made  Cinco  de  Mayo  in  San  Francisco  a 
national  attraction. 

The  parade  will  be  followed  by  a Cul- 
tural Exposition  at  Raza  Park  where  food. 
Arts  and  Crafts,  music  and  lots  of  entertain- 
ment will  be  the  day’s  bill  of  fare  between 
the  hours  12  noon  and  6 pm.  The  Exposition 
featured  the  one-and-only,  world-famous 
Master  of  the  Conga  drums.  Mongo  San- 
tamaria.  Mongo,  a leader  of  authentic  Afro- 
Cuban  music  and  best-known  amongst  Pop 
music  fans  for  his  hit  single  “Watermelon 
Man”,  will  blaze  his  way  into  town  with  his 
killer  six-man  jazz  ensemble.  As  the  Exam- 


iner said  in  a review  of  a recent  performance 
at  the  U.C.  Berkeley  Jazz  Festival  held  at  the 
Hearsl Greek  Theater,  ‘The  more  you  dance, 
the  more  Mongo  you  want". 

And  then  on  May  6 there  will  be  a 3.8 
mile  Razathon  beginning  at  7 am  (registra- 
tion, S 1 2)  at  Raza  Park.  There  will  also  be  a 
walkathon  and  a fun  race  Ninothon  for  the 


kids.  After  the  races,  there  will  be  Mexican 
dancers  and  mariachis  as  well  as  the  Cinco 
de  Mayo-ending  Cultural  Exposition  which 
runs  from  11  am  to  6 pm  at  Raza  Park. 

For  any  information  concerning  any  of 
Cinco  de  Mayo  1990’s  events,  please  call 
MECA  at  826-1401.  And  have  a blast! 
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SISTER  MADALENE 

READER  & ADVISOR 
HAS  THE  POWER  TO  HEAL  BY  PRAYER 
She  advises  on  all  affairs  of  life. 

There  is  no  problem  so  great  she  can  not  solve. 
She  has  the  power  to  help  you. 

One  visit  will  convince  you,  will  lift  you 
out  of  sorrow  and  darkness,  and  start  you 
on  the  way  to  success  and  happiness. 

She  also  tells  you  the  meaning  of  dreams. 

Come  see  this  lady  of  hope 

Sister  Madalene 

2319  Mission  St.  near  1 9th  St. 

550-9362 

y No 
Appointment 
Needed 


THE  CLAY  STUDIO 
52  JULIAN  STREET 
SF,  CA  94103 
(415)  431-6296 

• Handbuilding  and  wheel  throwing  classes 

• Individualized  instruction  for  both 
beginning  and  experienced  students 

• Low-fire,  raku,  and  high-fire  reduction 

• Classes  for  all  ages 

• Fees  include  a two-hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional  studio  time 

• Limited  off-street  parking  available 
Studio  space  and  kiln  use  are  also  available 
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MISSION STREET 
COIN  LAUNDRY 

2267  MISSION 

(between  18th  & 19th) 

Mon-Sat  8 am-8  pm 
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65*!/  $4.50  MINIMUM 

DRY  CLEANING  $?.  OFF 
WITH  $10  ORDER 


SOUTHWEST 

TRADEWIHDS 

Genuine  Hopi  • Navajo  • Zuni 
Jewelcry 
Unusual  Cacti 
Handcrafted  Pueblo  Pottery 
Zuni  Sculptures 
Navajo  and  Zapotec  Rugs 
Real  Bull  Skulls 

20%  Off  Stloer  Jewelery  With  this  Ad 

255-9602 
875-3761 

3901 -18th  Street. 
San  Francisco.  CA 
(at  Sanchez) 
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LIVE  FROM  THE  MISSION  * * CARNAVAL  ’90 


he  Mission  District's  1 1th  annual 
Camaval  celebration,  to  be  held  Fnday- 
Sunday  May  25-27  will  for  the  first  time  be 
televised  locally.  KGO-TV, channel  7.  plans 
to  pre-record  Sunday's  Carnaval  Grand 
Parade  from  3:00  pm  to  5:00  pm.  This  year’s 
Camaval  is  also  marked  by  a new  alcohol 
policy  designed  to  curb  "overindulgence”. 

In  addition  to  televising  the  Grand  Pa- 
rade on  Sunday.  KGO-TV  has  agreed  to 
provide  coverage  and  promotion  of  all  Car- 
naval Events  in  its  news  programs  and 
through  public  service  announcements.  In- 
cluded in  the  coverage  will  be  a feature 
segment  on  Camaval  for  the  program  Sun- 
day on  7,  aired  at  10:00  am  on  Sundays. 
KGO  is  also  working  to  provide  coverage  on 
Channel  14  for  the  Spamish-speaking  com- 
munity, although  a formal  arrangement  has 
not  been  made. 

The  Mission  Economic  Cultural  Asso- 
ciation (MECA),  the  primary  organizer  of 
Carnaval,  wrote  a new  alcohol  policy  this 
year  in  order  to  foster  better  relations  with 
the  community  and  police  force  and  to  dis- 
courage the  disorderly  behavior  and  vio- 
lence which  has  in  the  past  years  increased 
along  with  the  size  and  popularity  of  the 
celebration. 

Most  notably,  the  number  of  booths 
serving  alcohol  at  the  two-day  Festival  will 
be  cut  almost  in  half,  from  1 7 to  nine.  Other 
measures  outlined  in  MECA’s  new  policy 
include:  no  alcohol  will  be  allowed  to  be 
brought  into  or  out  of  the  Festival  Area;  the 
enure  Festival  area  will  be  barricaded; 
anyone  under  the  age  of  35  will  be  carded; 
only  two  alcoholic  beverages  will  be  served 
at  a time;  all  alcoholic  beverages  will  be  sold 
in  cans  or  cups;  sales  of  alcohol  will  stop  at 
7:00  pm;  one  hour  before  closing  time;  free 
coffee  will  be  made  available  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  Festival;  and  finally,  the  SF  Police 
Department  will  attempt  to  ban  the  drinking 
of  alcohol  in  public  in  the  neighborhoods 
adjacent  to  the  Festival  Area. 

While  the  police  force  and  many  com- 
munity leaders  have  applauded  the  new 
policy,  some  participants  have  expressed 
disappointment, arguing  that  overindulgence 
is  the  whole  point  of  Camaval. 

“They’re  taking  the  party  out  of  the 
party,”  complained  one  Mission  resident. 

As  usual,  the  highlight  of  the  celebra- 
tion will  be  the  massive  Camaval  Grand 


Parade  on  Sunday,  but  assorted  balls  and 
festivities  will  be  held  throughout  the  week- 
end. The  revery  begins  on  Friday  night.  May 
26,  with  the  Camaval  Salsa  Ball  at  Cesar’s 
Latin  Palace,  the  ball  will  feature  the  folks/ 
salsa  music  of  Yomo  Toro.  Yomo  Toro  is 
internationally  known  for  his  artistry  with 
cuatro,  a guitaresque  Puerto  Rican  instru- 
ment on  which  the  New  York  Times  de- 
scribes him  as  “a  formidable  improvisor." 
Most  recently  he  made  a guest  appearance 
on  David  Byrne’s  Rei  Momo  album.Tickets 
(S 1 2 advance;  SI  5 door)  are  available  through 
BASS  / Ticketmaster  outlets. 

The  Camaval  Grand  Festival  will  be 
held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  26  and 
May  27,  on  Harrison  Street  between  16th 
and  21st  Streets,  offering  the  public  free 
non-stop  entertainment,  booths  of  arts  and 
crafts,  and  food  as  hot  and  spicy  as  the 
music.  Five  music  stages  will  launch  con- 
tinuous Latin  and  World  Rock,  Brazilian, 
Salsa  and  Caribbean  music,  ethnic  dancing, 
rap,  and  comedy  shows.  Headliners  includ- 
ing Mighty  Sparrow,  the  “Calypso  King.” 

The  second  ball  of  the  weekend,  the 
Masquerade/Caribbean  Ball,  will  be  held  on 


Saturday  night.  May  26,  at  a location  to  be 
announced.  At  this  “show  off’  event.  Mighty 
Sparrow  will  lead  extravagantly  costumed 
guests  through  an  evening  of  calypso  music 
and  dance.  Tickets  for  this  ball  (SI 7.50 
advance  S20  door)  are  also  available  through 
BASS. 

The  big  event  of  the  weekend,  the  Car- 
naval Grand  Parade,  will  begin  at  1 1 :00  am 
on  Sunday,  as  contingents  of  dancers  and 
musicians  will  jiggle  their  way  up  Mission 
Street  from  24th  and  Bryant  to  the  Festival 
Area.  The  parade  features  litillaiingly  cos- 
tumed Samba  escolas  but  will  include  sun- 
dry floats  and  comparsas  (Central  and  Latin 
American  contingents),  Caribbean  steel 
bands,  Afro-Cuban  groups  as  well  as  Mari- 
achi,  Dixieland,  Cajun,  and  Zydeco  music 
and  dance  groups.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  in 
various  categories. 

The  final  ball  of  the  weekend  will  be  the 
Camaval  Samba  Ball  on  Sunday  night.  Once 
again,  the  location  has  not  been  set,  though 
it  will  be  likely  held  in  the  same  venue  as  the 
Masquerade  Ball.  Of  course,  tickets  (SI 2 
advance:  S15  door)  are  available  through 
BASS/Ticketm  aster. 


The  San  Francisco  Camaval  celebra- 
tion began  in  1979  as  a grassroots  celebra- 
tion in  Precita  Park.  Approximately  1000 
people  attended  this  first  Camaval.  spon- 
sored by  Marcus  Gordon,  Adela  Chu,  and 
the  Camaval  Committee.  Each  year  since 
then  the  Camaval  has  grown  in  attendance 
and  sponsorship,  and  in  recent  years  it  has 
blossomed  into  San  Francisco’s  largest  and 
most  extravagant  celebration.  Last  year  an 
estimated  400.000  people  attended  the  fes- 
tivities, and  this  year  organizers  are  antici- 
pating a half-million. 

Camaval  San  Francisco  ‘90  is  a project 
of  the  Mission  Neighborhood  Center  and  is 
produced  by  MECA.  The  sponsors  this  year 
include;  American  Savings,  AT&T,  RJ. 
Reynolds  Tobacco,  Bacardi  Imports, 
Budweiser,  Rosarita  Mexican  Foods,  East- 
man Kodak  Company,  KGO-TV  and  KGO 
Radio,  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Zellerbach 
Family  Fund,  Kaiser-Permanente,  Heublein 
Wines,  California  Arts  Council,  and  San 
Francisco  Grants  for  the  Arts. 

* by  John  Mason 


2172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  18th  St.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Tel.  863  - 3700 
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MING’S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

Open  Hours:  11:00  am  -8:30  pm  Closed  Sundays 

FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 

/ 


RAINBOW  GROCERY  INC. 

A COLLECTIVE 

1899  Mission  Street  (at  15th)  S.F.  CA. 
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Older  - Out  ok  Print  - scholarly 

VALENCIA  BOOKS 
USED  & RARE 

524  Valencia.  S.F..  CA  94110 
One  Block  From  16th  St.  BART 
Bought  A Sold 
415-863-6829 

_ Open  Every  Day  ‘Till*  10  P.M. 
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CARNAVAL 

MYTH  AND  MAGIC  THROUGH  TIME 


THE  ROOTS  OF  CARNIVAL  MAGIC 
must  begin  in  Africa  since  that  is  where 
the  human  spirit  first  emerged.  New  data 
from  two  Berkeley  biochemists  disputes 
current  textbook  theory  by  asserting  that 
all  humans  are  descendcnts  from  one 
women  who  lived  in  Africa  only  200,000 
years  ago.  (. Search  for  Eve,  Michael  Brown) 
Just  when  humankind  began  creating  art 
and  community  ritual  will  never  be  clear. 
However,  a fundamental  new  picture  of 
our  early  years  has  sharpened  greatly  with 
the  recent  publication  of  The  Language  of 
the  Goddess  by  Mar(ja  Gimbutas.  The 
archaeomythologist  tells  the  history  of  a 
people  first  living  in  harmony  with  the 
creative  energies  of  nature  before  giving 
in  to  the  aggressive  impulses  of  tribal 
warfare  which  has  been  most  of  our 
patriarchal  Western  civilization  history 
for  the  last  7000  years.  The  carnival 
celebration  traces  its  ancient  roots  to  a 
time  when  the  sun’s  annual  return  was 
thanked  with  joyous  abandonment  to 
impulse  and  release  from  societal  codes 
of  behavior.  Promoting  renewal  of  life 


and  fertility  for  the  community  meant  a 
reconciliation  with  death  and  powers 
greater  than  yourself.  As  such,  masks, 
costumes,  rituals,  emotions,  fantasy,  beat 
of  thedrum  and  danceare  the  toolsof  this 
mystic  tradition 

“Dionysic  stirrings  arise  either 
through  the  influence  of  those 
narcotic  potions  of  which  all 
primitive  races  speak  their  hymns, 
or  through  the  powerful  approach 
of spring  which  penetrates  with  joy 
the  whole  frame  of  nature.  So  stirred 
the  individual  forgets  himself 
completely.. .For  a brief  moment 
we  become  ourselves,  the  primal 
Being.  "Frkdrich  Nietzsche 


ISIS  & OSIRIS:  Out  of  Africa  and  up 
from  the  fertile  Nile  rose  the  great  Egyptian 
civilization  and  with  it  a mythology  which 
formed  the  foundation  for  so  much  of  the 
world’s  spiritual  and  ethical  themes.  Ask 
a Jungian  analyst  why  there  are  so  many 
shrines  and  miracles  associated  with  the 
Black  Madonna  (e.g.  Poland’s  Lech 
Walesa’s  button  & Mexico’s  Lady  of 
Guadeloupe  shrine)  and  s/he  will  likely 
tell  you  the  story  of  the  two  greatest 
Egyptian  gods,  Isis  and  Osiris. 


" In  the  beginning  there  was  Isis, 
Oldest  of  the  Old.  She  was  the 
Goddess  from  whom  all  becoming 
arose.  "EiypUen  Scripture 
Osiris,  embodied  the  creative  forces  of 
life,  fertility  and  vegetation,  his  death  and 
resurrection  were  celebrated  annually. 
Each  had  a twin  representing  their  dark 
side,  Nepythe,  Crone  of  Death  and  Set, 
the  jealous  rival  brother.  A spring  ritual 
marriage  between  these  two  heroic  deities 
featured  processions  of  women  carrying 
images  of  genitals  (maypoles)  who  sang 
obscene  songs  to  promote  fertility,  a 
beautifully  dressed  bride\virgin  being 
thrown  in  the  water,  torch-lit  parades  by 
priests  dressed  as  divinities  and  ritual 
sacrifice  of  the  corn  king.  It  may  be  that 
the  Black  Madonna,  associated  with 
feminine  wisdom,  symbolizes  a new 
relationship  between  the  sexes,  a resolution 
of  opposites.  Her  esoteric  ability  to  elicit 
love  in  her  beholders  does  change  lives, 
heal,  excite  and  transform  consciousness 
for  those  affected. 

"The  return  of  the  Black  Virgin 
to  the  forefront  of  the  collective 
consciousness  has  coincided  with 
a profound  psychological  need  to 
reconcile  sexuality  and  religion.  ” 

Ian  Bcgg,  Cull  of  the  Black  Virgin 
The  PIIOENIX  miraculously  rises  from 
the  ashes  of  its  own  funeral  pyre  every 
new  millennium  or  500  years.  As  all  birds 
are  bom  twice-as  egg  and  then  chick-they 
are  symbols  of  rebirth.  The  phoenix,  is 


not  only  the  symbol  of  the  City  of  San 
Francisco  but  also  of  great  mythological 
importance  to  the  City’s  two  largest  ethnic 
groups,  Latins  and  Chinese.  The  Chinese 
phoenix  is  the  female  counterpart  to  the 
more  famous  dragon.  Quetzacoatl,  the 
plumed  serpent,  is  the  great  Aztec  savior- 
god,  his  death  and  expected  resurrection 
from  hell  represented  the  natural  forces 
of  creation  and  destruction. 

DEMETER  & DIONYSUS,  promoted  the 
earliest  European  carnivals  as  Greek  gods. 


De  is  the  delta,  or  triangle,  a female  genital 
sign,  meaning  the  door  of  birth,  death,  or 
sexual  paradise.  The  triangle  door 
symbolized  Demeter’s  trinity,  virgin, 
mother  and  crone  or  creator,  nurlurer, 
destroyer.  Her  daughter  Persephone  was 


Offering  50  Varieties  of  Coffee  by  the  Pound  or  Half-Pound 
A Very  Large  Variety  of  Teas 

One  Box  of  Filtfpopa  Coffee  Filters  FREE 

with  any  1 lb.  coffee  purchase 
One  Perbustomer . Expires  5/31/90 

Krups,  Braun  & Melitta  Coffee  Makers  ’Teapots  • Fresh  Pastries  & Scones 
Open  M-F  6:30  am-8  pm  • Sat.  7:00  am  -8  pm  • Sun.  7:30  am-7  pm 


MON.  - SAT.  11  AM  - 7 PM 
SUNDAY  12  - 5 
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CLOTHING  3162  - 16th  St. 

(NEXT  TO  FIREHOUSE  7)  863  stw 


FRI  & SAT,  MAY  4 & 5 
ALMODOVAR 


SUN-TUE,  MAY  6-8 


LAW  OF 
DESIRE 

FRI:  7:15 
SAT:  3:15.  7:15 
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SUN:  1:15.  3:15.  5:15. 

7:15.  9:15 
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THU-WED,  MAY  17-23  ONE  WEEK  ONLY 

WEST  COAST  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 
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THU:  SPECIAL  PRICE.  OPENING  NIGHT 
BENEFIT:  7:00.  9:45 
FRI:  7:30.  9:15 

SAT  & SUN:  3:00,  3:45.  5:30.  7:30.  9:15 
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kidnapped  by  Pluto,  the  Lord  of  the 
Underworld  to  Hades.  Zeus  intervened 
because  the  land  became  barren  while 
Demeter  searched  for  her  daughter.  Upon 
her  return  the  flowers,  fruit  and  corn 
returned  and  annual  festivals  honoring 
Demeter  became  the  rule.  Pigs  (as  symbols 
of  fertility)  were  sacrificed,  great  rejoicing 
ribald  joking  and  lewd  games  climaxed 
the  celebration.  Demeter  is  the  mother  of 
Dionysus,  god  of  wine  (Bach us  is  his  Roman 
counterpart)  His  priestesses  celebrated 
him  with  orgiastic  cult  festivals  featuring 
drunkenness,  nakedness,  and  sacramental 
feasting.  Dionysus  was  a trickster.  He  was 
celebrated  with  a replica  of  a ship  followed 
by  a wild  procession  of  musicians,  on  the 
ship  Dionysis  was  played  by  a priest  of  the 
cult  wearing  a two-faced  mask  crowned 
with  grape  clusters  and  holdinga  scepter. 

“Its just  symbolism.  But  we  need 
symbols.  And  I think  female  saints 
are  extraordinarily  sexy  and 
extraordinarily  literary.  There  ar e 
so  many  women  saints  in  the 
Christian  calendar  who  achieved 
their  martyrdom,  because  they 
refused  to  have  sexual  relations 
with  their  fathers  or  their  brothers, 
or  were  violated  by  Roman 
legionnaires.  In  Mexico,  you  have 
Easter  parades  and  floats  with 
these  saints  with  gouged-out  eyes. 

All  of  this  is  so  extraordinary.  A 
parade  of  sadomasochists,  of 
sexual  perversity,  of sexual  dehrium- 
which,  as  a writer,  I find  strongly 
attractive.  Quite  seductive.” 

Carlos  Futnlts  1990 

Natives  of  the  Country- India  ns  who  often 
have  disappeared  or  become  assimilated 
are  often  resurrected  by  20th  century 
camaval  hosts.  From  San  Francisco  to 
Monterey,  the  Ohlone  tribe  lived  in  peace 
with  the  earth  for  over  3000  years.  They 
were  very  mellow,  being  well  provided  for 
in  terms  of  climate  and  diet  by  the  gods. 


Their  chief  myth  concerned  the  Coyote,  a 
trickster  who  taught  them  humor  and 
idealism.  They  were  aware  that  their  Bay 
Area  was  the  dramatic  western  boundary 
of  a great  land,  for  one  of  their  songs 
began: 

“Dancing  on  the  brink  of  the  world” 

The  Mayans  of  Mexico  are  considered  to 
be  the  great  civilization  of  our  hemisphere. 
Their  bloom  ended  many  centuries  before 
the  Aztecs  rose  to  power  in  the  13th 
century  but  their  contributions  without 
benefit  of  intercourse  with  other  major 
cultural  centers  were  monumental.  While 
known  for  many  astronomical  and 
mathematical  accomplishments  it  is  their 
intellectual  and  artisticaccomplishments 
that  still  challenge  our  imagination.  Their 
mythological  themes  such  as  the  sacredness 
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of  the  earth  and  thedual  nature  within  all 
things  underlie  the  native  traditions 
throughout  North  and  Central  America. 

“For  this  is  a magical  time 
outside  of  time  in  which  one  and 
all  are  changed,  everything  is 
reversed,  inverted  backward,  inside 
out,  a period  of  paradox  where 
opposites  unite,  where  order  is 
disorder,  harmony  dissonance, 
where  profanity  is  sacred,  where 
no  laws  and  no  taboos  are  valid. " 

Alexander  OrlofT,  Carnival  Myth  and  Cult 

Camaval  time  means  liberation  from 
societal  norms.  A time  for  the  rational 
mind  to  give  way  to  fanciful  artistic 
expression.  Here  abandonment  to 
unconscious  impulses  can  bring  ecstatic 
joy,  where  long-held  obsessions  can  find 
surprising  conclusions,  whereunto  our 
tribe’s  collective  subconscious  can  put 
forth  profound  questions  to  the  mysteries 
of  the  universe. 


Editor's  Not*:  The  article  was  written  by  a mission 
businessperson  who  has  been  contributing  to  SF- 
CARNAVAL  for  years,  his  camaval  name  is  the 
GRAND  POOB  AH,  and  he  says  his  guide  is  a 3000 
year  old  wizard. 
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THE  MOVING  AND  SHAKING 

KING  AND  QUEEN  OF  CARNAVAL 


here  were  feathers  everywhere.  Pea- 
cock feathers  curled  from  vases,  feather 
boas  drooped  on  tie  racks,  ostrich  feathers 
jutted  out  from  masks  on  the  wall.  There 
were  coats  made  of  feathers,  bras  made  of 
feathers,  purple  feathers  and  green  feathers 
and  orange  feathers.  The  feathers  parted, 
and  out  came  what  looked  like  another  ex- 
otic bird.  It  was  the  Queen  of  this  year’s 
Camaval,  dressed  in  a jumpsuit  and  turban 
in  bright  bleeding  colors.  She  smiled  - a 
wide  red  smile.  “Today  is  my  birthday,"  she 
said. 


It  was  also  April  1 8th , the  day  a series  of 
morning  earthquakes  rocked  the  Bay  Area. 
But,  as  I stood  in  the  Queen’s  domain,  oth- 
erwise known  as  Ms.  Sweetwyne's  Designs 
and  Feather  Company,  I began  to  realize 
those  quakes  were  only  the  beginning.  It  was 
Sweetwyne’s  birthday,  and  we  were  going 
to  have  a party,  where  the  shimmying,  shak- 
ing. jumping,  bumping  and  grinding  would 
pul  that  morning’s  gentle  sway  to  shame. 

The  queen,  of  course,  was  not  without 
her  king.  He  smiled  at  me  from  in  front  of 
one  of  Ms.  Sweetwyne’s  “creations,”  a 
scanty,  sequined  costume  with  butterfly 
wings  and  a plumed  headpiece.  Michael 
Jenkins  is  tall  and  muscular  with  dramatic 
black-and-white  streaked  hair.  Even  with- 
out the  costumes  Sweetwyne  will  design,  it 
wasn’t  hard  to  imagine  the  king  and  queen 
atop  their  special  Camaval  float. 

Jenkins  and  Sweetwyne  were  selected 


as  king  and  queen  this  year  in  a contest  at 
Pearl’s  Jam  House,  a Caribbean  restaurant 
and  bar  in  San  Francisco.  It  was  the  first 
contest  for  king  and  queen.  "Last  year’s 
king,  he  just  sat  down  and  waved  at  people,” 
said  Jenkins,  “I  think  they  wanted  more 
action  this  year.” 

Before  the  birthday  party  began, 
Sweetwyne  took  me  through  her  shop.  As 
she  showed  me  the  African  print  and  Indone- 
sian batik  clothes,  the  Indian  beads,  the 
sequined  costumes  that  looked  like  they 
came  out  of  a Las  Vegas  floor  show,  she 


talked  to  me  about  flavors.  I suppose  that 
made  sense,  her  name  is  Sweetwyne. 

“I’m  an  international  person,”  she  said, 
“Being  Polynesian,  Brazilian,  Filippino, 
Indonesian.  I grew  up  around  all  the  differ- 
ent nationalities  in  San  Francisco -different 
foods,  culture,  styles  of  dancing.  I wanted  to 
be  different.  I wanted  a lot  of  things.  But  I 
couldn’t  Figure  out  what  I was  going  to  be. 
So  I said,  I gotta  be  me.  I like  ‘em  all,  so  I can 
do  'em  all.  I’ll  put  them  all  in  one  package. 
And  sure  enough,  here  I am,  creating  the 
costumes,  and  dancing  the  dances,  and 
meeting  the  people  and  going  places.” 

Sweetwyne  herself  has  a diverse  cul- 
tural heritage:  “I  am  an  American  black 
woman.  My  father’s  from  New  Orleans  and 
my  mother’s  from  Fresno  and  her  family’s 
from  Arizona.  She’s  an  American  Indian. 
And  then  it  goes  overseas,  to  Africa  and 
other  places.  I guess  you  can  consider  us  the 


SWEETWYNE,  THE  QUEEN  OF  CARNAVAL  (PHOTO  BY  FUMINORI  SATO) 


real  international  family.  We  all  look  very 
different  - we  look  like  we’re  from  Tahiti, 
Brazil,  India.  A lot  of  people  will  not  accept 
me  as  a black  woman.  Believe  itor  not,  black 
women  are  beautiful  loo.” 

Sweetwyne  did  look  beautiful.  She  was 
showing  me  pictures  of  herself  in  an  array  of 
dance  costumes  - from  hula  skirts  to  belly- 
dance  outfits.  "While  I was  growing  up  I 
used  to  love  watching  the  movies,”  she  said, 
“I  got  encouraged  by  Hawaiian  movies  and 
so  I like  the  flavor  of  Hawaiian  dancing.  I 
took  a couple  of  lessons  and  found  that  I was 
doing  it  right  all  my  life.” 

She  must  have  been,  Sweetwyne  has 
danced  in  Canada  and  Guam , and  all  around 
San  Francisco.  She  was  the  opening  act  for 
Bill  Brown  at  the  Fillmore,  and  she’s  been 
on  TV  specials  and  an  extra  in  movies.  She 
also  teaches  an  “island  aerobics  dance  class” 
where  she  incorporates  “a  little  flavor  of 
Polynesian,  belly  dancing,  samba,  calypso 
and  everyday  American  top-40.”  And  with 
all  this,  she’s  also  a mother  of  four. 

King  Michael  Jenkins  is  also  a profes- 
sional dancer,  but  unlike  Sweetwyne,  he 
started  dancing  relatively  late  in  life  - at  age 
27.  It  began  when  he  went  to  his  first  Cama- 
val in  1982  to  take  some  pictures.  He  was  a 
semi-professional  photographer,  an  actor  and 
model.  But  after  that  first  Camaval,  he  began 
taking  dance  classes.  Soon,  he  was  up  to 
three  classes  a day  - in  Brazilian,  Afro- 
Haitian  and  jazz,  and  Capoera,  the  Brazilian 
martial  art.  He  joined  Batucaje,  a Brazilian 
dance  troupe.  Then  he  was  the  First  male 
dancer  in  Escola  Nova  de  Samba  and  he  now 
dances  with  Fuogo  Na  Roupa. 

It  was  now  dark  outside  Sweetwyne’s 
shop.  Time  for  the  birthday  party.  As  I left 
the  store.I  remembered  that  we  were  only  a 
few  doors  down  from  Oakland’s  City  Hall. 
How  did  this  tiny  pocket  of  exotica  exist 
side-by-side  with  those  cool,  white  govern- 


ment buildings? 

Sweetwyne’s  party  was  at  a French- 
Vietnamese  restaurant.  It  was  hard  to  decide 
whether  or  not  there  were  more  kinds  of 
music  or  people:  Brazilians,  Italians  and 
Rastafarians  danced  to  Samba,  Reggae  and 
Madonna.  A couple  got  out  into  the  middle 
of  the  floor  to  do  the  Lambada. 

Sweetwyne  had  disappeared  early  in 
the  party.  Now,  a group  of  conga  drummers 
began  to  play  and  Sweetwyne  danced  onto 
the  middle  of  the  floor,  a tray  of  papier- 
mache  vegetables  balanced  on  her  head.  She 
started  slow,  looking  coyly  from  side  to  side. 
Her  smile  broadened.  Then  the  drums  beat 
faster  and  her  hips  started  moving  at  a dizzy- 
ing speed  until  the  entire  lower  half  of  her 
body  was  almost  a blur.  One  by  one , the  wide 
tiered  sleeves  and  skirt  she  was  wearing 
came  off,  and  the  tray  of  vegetables  was 
tossed  aside.  The  queen  stomped  and  swayed 
in  a zebra-striped  bikini.  The  king  joined  in 
looking  like  a surgeon  from  outer  space  in  a 
gold  lame  suit  and  headband  Fitted  with  one 
of  Sweetwyne’s  trademark  round  mirrors. 
While  he  leapt  frighteningly  high  in  the  air, 
the  queen  didn’t  move  above  her  waist.  But 
that  was  enough.  Now  I understood  what 
Jenkins  had  said  earlier:  "It’s  filling  that 
Sweetwyne  and  I are  king  and  queen  be- 
cause I’m  a mover  and  she’s  a shaker." 

So  what  will  the  queen  be  wearing  for 
Camaval?  A headpiece  shaped  like  Mission 
Dolores  Church?  “It’s  a secret,”  she  said, 
“But  I can  tell  you  right  now,  it’ll  have 
feathers  in  it,” 

Amy  Greensiadt 
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By  Richard  Reinecdus,  Editor,  The  New  Dramatic  Chronicle 

On  the  last  week-end  in  May,  crowds  numbering  in  6 figures 
will  turn  out  to  be  in  (and  in  costume),  or  be  watching  the 
CARNAVAL  parade  and  the  music  and  spectacle  that  follows, 
in  San  Francisco's  colorful  — and  usually  warmer  than  the  rest  of 
the  city  - Mission  District. 

So  what  else  will  be  happening  here  the  rest  of  the  month? 
And  what  goes  on  the  rest  of  the  year  in  this  neighborhood? 
Many  people,  including  those  living  here,  don't  realize  how  rich 
we  are  in  cultural  activities  and  in  all  the  amenities  that  go  with 


MAY 


From  amid  the  mental  and  physical  rubble  we  all  had  to  sort  out  after 
the  October  17  earthquake,  a friend  and  neighbor  pulled  out  an  article 
from  the  October  1 New  York  Times'  "Sophisticated  Traveler"  magazine 
and  brought  it  over.  "It's  a nice  description  of  The  Mission,"  she  said, 
'You’ll  enjoy  it,  I think." 

It  was  a cheering  jolt.  There  in  full,  glossy  color  was  a part  of  Michael 
Rios'  "Inspire  To  Aspire"  mural  of  Santana,  surrounded  by  colorful  shots 
of  theatres,  shops  and  restaurants,  and  the  Mission  graveyard,  taken 
from  16th  to  24th  Streets.  Accompanying  was  a vivid  description  of 
neighborhood  life  by  the  award-winning  SF  writer  John  Krich. 

The  traditional  boundary  of  The  Mission,  or  "Inner  Mission,"  as  older 
timers  call  it  - Army  Street  north  to  Duboce-13th,  Potrero  Avenue  to 
Dolores  or  Church,  has  arts  and  entertainment  of  almost  any  kind  you 
could  want,  all  easy  to  reach  with  or  without  a car. 

If  you  add  just  a few  blocks  to  the  northeast  in  the  South  of  Market,  to 
the  east  and  south  on  Potrero  Hill,  The  Bayview  and  Bernal  Heights,  and 
occasionally  venture  up  24th  to  Noe  Valley  or  18th  to  The  Castro,  one 

Continues  on  Page  2 


PHOTOS:  Left,  Marta  del  Rio,  Francine  Torres,  and  Jennifer  Proctor  in  El  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza’s  REAL  WOMEN  HAVE  CURVES,  playing  May  25  to  June  10 
at  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  Right,  Vem  Henderson  as  Qiff,  with  CynthiJ Ruffin  (top)  and  Rickey  Nero  (below)  in  BMT  /Julian  Theatre  production 
of  IN  THE  WINE  TIME,  opening  May  17  at  New  College  Auditorium,  777  Valencia  Street,  and  later  at  Bayview  Opera  House,  4705  Third. 


MERRIMENT  IN  MAY,  FROM  PAGE  1 

finds  something  for  every  mood  and  desire,  without  ever  having  to  visit  the 
city's  traditionally  touted  terrains. 

In  the  area  are  several  dozen  galleries,  bookstores,  film  and  small  live  perfor- 
mance theatres.  Three  of  the  city's  unique  Neighborhood  Cultural  Centers  are 
here:  Mission  Cultural  Center  on  Mission  near  25th  Street,  South  of  Market 
Cultural  Center  on  Brannan  near  9th,  and  The  Bayview  Opera  House  at  4705 
Third  Street.  And  of  course  there  are  maybe  a million  places  to  dine,  inexpen- 
sively, on  food  from  about  any  culture  you  can  name. 

This  issue  of  The  New  Dramatic  Chronicle  tells  you  some  of  what  you’ll  find 
going  on  in  May  in  The  Mission.  Explore  further  for  yourself,  and  let  us  know 
what  you  find.  Most  everything  that's  new  happens  here. 


GOING  OUT  IN  MAY: 


Here's  The  New  Dramatic  Chronicle’s  listing  of  some  of  the  things  you  can  do  in 
The  Mission  and  nearby  in  May.  Check  your  favorite  daily  or  weekly  papers  for 
other  listings  for  the  whole  Bay  Area. 

There's  also  a new,  free  monthly  arts  calendar-newspaper  named  Arts  Monthly, 
covering  exclusively  San  Francisco,  published  by  CenterVoice  Publications, 
with  the  help  of  Performing  Arts  Services  (STBS).  Call  either  of  them:  398- 
1854  or  552-3505  respectively,  to  find  out  where  you  can  pick  one  up.  Tickets 
for  most  of  the  events  listed  below  are  available  at  either  STBS  booth,  Union 
Square  or  #1  Embarcadero  Center,  ground 
floor. 

To  get  up  to  date  tips  on  the  hottest  perfor- 
mance, film  and  video,  call  The  FON  ZONE  at 
982-6397  (see  separate  article  for  a 
description). 

IN  LIVE  THEATRE: 

Now  Playing:  "SENIORS!"  - A new  musical  by 
Nancy  Deutsch,  music  by  Richard  Sparks,  per- 
formed by  Tale  Spinners  Theater  at  Studio 
Eremos,  401  Alabama  near  17th  Street.  A 30- 
something  social  director  of  a senior  low- 
income  housing  center  and  six  of  the  residents 
mix  it  up  in  this  premiere,  directed  by  Noreen 
Barnes,  choreographed  by  Helen  Dannenberg, 
with  musical  direction  by  Scrumbly  Koldewyn. 

Call  Studio  Eremos,  621-8875. 

Also  Playing:  "SIX  CHARACTERS  IN 
SEARCH  OF  AN  AUTHOR"  - A rare  opportu- 
nity to  see  a lively  production  of  this  what’s 
real-what  isn't?  play  by  Italian  Luigi  Pirandello, 
considered  by  many  the  century’s  best  play- 
wright. Directed  by  David  Parr  tor  Potrero  Hill 
Theatre  Ensemble  at  the  Neighborhood  House, 

953  De  Haro  Street.  Through  May  12,  call 
839-9271. 

And  More:  "EAST"  by  British  writer  Steven 
Berkotl,  in  a very  lively  and  naughty  perfor- 
mance, its  SF  premiere,  by  Industrial  Strength 
Productions,  at  Mission  Neighborhood  Center, 

362  Capp  near  18th,  through  May  20.  Call 
526-8622. 

Opening  May  2:  "ROOTS  IN  WATER"  - World 
premiere  at  The  Eureka  Theatre  of  new  play  by 
Richard  Nelson,  juxtaposing  everyday  events 
of  29  characters  against  the  political,  environ- 
mental and  cultural  concerns  of  their  youth. 

Amy  Gonzales,  who  directed  the  excellent  dou- 
ble bill  of  "Simply  Maria"  and  "Food  For  The 
Dead"  last  Fall  at  El  Teatro  Campesino,  makes 
her  SF  directing  debut.  Wednesdays  through 
Sundays.  Call  The  Eureka  Theatre,  558-981 1 . 

Opening  May  3:  "ORIGINALE"  - For  three  PAST 
days  only,  the  New  Music  Theatre,  with  help  from  The  Goethe- Institute  and 
Theater  Artaud,  performs  Karlheinz  Stockhausen’s  "homage  to  the  happenings 
of  John  Cage."  Sounds  like  fun.  Call  Theater  Artaud,  621-7797. 

Opening  May  1 1 : THE  GARDEN"  - Collaborative  theatre-dance-music  piece 
by  Theresa  Dickinson,  by  Tumbleweed  with  The  Julian  Theatre,  626-8987. 

Opening  May  17:  "IN  THE  WINE  TIME"  - Ed  Bullins'  comedy-drama  about 
ghetto  life  in  the  1950's,  at  The  Julian  Theatre  and  Bayview  Opera  House 
through  June  17.  (See  story  on  front  page)  Call  626-8987. 

Opening  May  25:  "REAL  WOMEN  HAVE  CURVES"  - The  first  full-length  play 
by  gifted  young  writer  Josefina  Lopez,  directed  by  Hector  Correa,  performed  by 
El  Teatro  De  La  Esperanza  at  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  between 
24th  and  25th  Streets,  through  June  10.  Call  695-1410. 

IN  MUSIC:  COMMUNITY  MUSIC  CENTER  PERFORMANCES  - One  of  the 
bargains  in  the  neighborhood  can  be  found  at  544  Capp  Street,  near  20th  off 
Mission.  Seven  events  this  month,  our  favorite  will  be: 

May  13:  Soprano  Truse  Johnson  in  her  Third  Annual  Recital  and  Birthday 
Celebration,  with  pianist  Dwight  Okamura  and  guest  singers  Robert  Mitman  and 
Kate  Rowland,  music  from  opera  to  Broadway.  Call  647-6015. 

IN  FILM: 

The  Roxie  Cinema  has  two  very  promising  premiere  films  this  month. 

May  1 1 : "A  RUSTLING  OF  LEAVES:  INSIDE  THE  PHILIPPINE 
REVOLUTION"  will  be  dynamite,  by  all  advance  accounts.  Canadian  film- 
maker Nettie  Wild  has  won  awards  elsewhere  for  this  documentary  made  in  the 
Philippines  over  eight  months  in  1988,  chronicling  the  deadly  political  triangle  of 
the  Legal  Left,  the  Illegal  (armed)  revolution,  and  the  Reactionary  Right.  She 
travelled  with  the  rebels  for  months,  and  covered  the  elections,  which  turned 


out  as  dangerous  as  being  in  the  field  in  the  guerilla  war.  At  The  Roxie  on  1 6th 
through  May  17. 

Before  then,  from  May  4 to  10,  The  Roxie  presents  something  lighter,  in  the 
premiere  of  Pamela  Berger's  "The  Imported  Bridegroom,"  in  which  a immigrant 
family  gets  mixed  up  in  a matchmaking  attempt  by  a Polish-American  father  for 
his  young  daughter. 

IN  DANCE: 

May  4 and  5:  "NEW  MOVES"  - A contemporary  dance  concert  by  advanced 
dance  students  of  SF  State  University,  at  Footwork  Studio,  3221  -22nd  Street. 

Call  338-2062. 

May  25  and  26:  THE  MAN  WHO  GREW  COMMON  IN  WISDOM"  - 
Internationally  known  choreographer  and  performer  Deborah  Hay  in  a trilogy  of 
dances  created  in  collaboration  with  composer  Ellen  Fullman.  Presented  by 
Footwork  Studio,  call  824-5044. 

EXHIBITS,  INSTALLATIONS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  EVENTS: 

Now  Open:  "WHO’S  THE  LANDLORD?"  Artists' Television  Access  has  a 
multi-media  exhibition  concerning  issues  of  housing  and  urban  culture,  by  over 
fifty  artists  (number,  not  age)  of  all  media.  At  ATA,  through  May  25,  with  sev- 
eral special  events,  evenings  throughout  the  month,  call  824-3890. 

Also  On  View:  "HERE"  and  "WORKING  WORDS"  - Installation-performance 
and  mixed  media  installations  by  Sheila  Ghidini  and  Jin  Lee,  respectively,  at 
Southern  Exposure  Gallery  at  Project  Artaud,  401  Alabama  at  17th.  Through 
May  13.  call  863-2141. 

Opening  May  4:  "HOMEOSTASIS"  - Intersection  For  The  Arts  opens  its  new 

building  with  this  work  by  SF  artist  Tim  Collins, 
who  uses  water,  house-shaped  structures, 
video,  text,  and  a phone  answering  machine,  ad- 
dressing questions  of  housing,  real  estate  and 
the  notion  of  "home."  Intersection's  new  home  is 
at  446  Valencia  near  16th,  call  626-ARTS. 

Also  Opening  May  4:  "35TH  ANNUAL 
POTRERO  HILL  ARTISTS  SHOW"  Self- 
explanatory,  it’s  at  the  Potrero  Branch  of  the 
Public  Library,  20th  Street  at  Connecticut,  regu- 
lar library  hours. 

Opening  May  10:  "ARTISTS' EQUITY 
MEMBERS  EXHIBITION"  - The  list  of  estab- 
lished artist  would  take  most  of  this  issue  of  The 
New  Dramatic  Chronicle.  The  reception  is 
Thursday,  May  10  starting  at  5:30,  and  the  show 
will  be  at  SOMAR  GALLERY  in  the  South  of 
Market  Cultural  Center  through  June  9.  Call 
552-3131. 

MORE  AND  MORE: 

On  Friday,  May  4:  BENEFIT  CONCERT  FOR 
GREYHOUND  WORKERS,  Jon  Fromer  and 
Steven  Riave  head  this  8pm  event  at  the  Mission 
Neighborhood  Center,  362  Capp  Street.  Sliding 
scale,  call  648-3457. 

On  Saturday,  May  12:  OPEN  HOUSE  - the 
Mission  Library,  24th  Street  near  Mission,  is  hav- 
ing entertainment  for  all  ages  from  noon  to  4 pm, 
in  celebration  of  Cinco  de  Mayo  and  Carnaval. 

It’s  all  free,  and  refreshments  will  be  served. 

Call  Mission  Library  at  824-2810. 

There  are  several  readings  at  bookstores,  call 
Old  Wives  Tales  (1009  Valencia,  821-4675)  and 
Modem  Times  (968  Valencia,  282-9246)  for  their 
busy  schedules. 

On  Friday,  May  11  at  8,  Luis  Rodriguez  reads 
from  his  works,  called  "subversive  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  word"  by  Richard  Bray  of  P.E.N., 
and  admired  by  Bruce  Springsteen,  at  a new 
bookstore  you  may  not  have  visited  yet:  Forest 
Books,  3080-1 6th,  near  Valencia. 

FINALLY,  at  the  end  of  the  month  of  May,  there’s 
a film  event  - outside  the  neighborhood  but  worth 
the  trip  - being  held  at  both  The  Exploratorium  and  at  The  Oakland  Museum. 

It's  the  20th  Annual  National  Educational  Film  and  Video  Festival,  running  May 
25  to  June  3.  May  28  to  30,  the  Exploratorium  programs  feature  the  Eames 
family,  including  films  by  Charles  and  Ray  Eames  (pictured  below),  hailed  as 
the  most  important  American  designers  of  their  era.  The  films  are  free  with 
Exploratorium  membership,  which  is  cheap  and  you  should  have  one  anyway. 
Call  The  Exploratorium  at  563-3200  for  a full  schedule.  There's  a program  on 
Jack  London  in  the  Oakland  showings,  and  a symposium  on  the  state  of  Bay 
Area  independent  filmmaking. 


BULLINS'  "WINE  TIME"  HAS 
SAN  FRANCISCO  PREMIERE 

Controversial  Comedy-Drama  About  Dreams  And 
Addiction  In  Month's  Run  In  Mission  And  Bayview 

"In  the  early  1950’s,"  writes  award-winning  playwright  Ed 
Bullins  about  his  first  full-length  play  IN  THE  WINE  TIME  (1967), 
"for  the  black  working  class  American,  the  drug  of  choice  was  alco- 
holic, usually  cheap  wine  for  the  more  economically  marginal  and 
youthful.  Nevertheless,  the  aspiration  of  breaking  the  generational 
problems  of  national  oppression  and  historical  prejudice  lived  in 
the  dreams,  hopes  and  lived-out  and  acted -out  myths  of  the 
ghetto." 

Now  The  Julian  Theatre  and  Bayview  Opera  House  are  co- 
producing the  West  Coast  premiere  performances  of , by  the  BMT 
Theatre  Company,  to  San  Francisco.  Opening  May  17  at  The 
Julian's  home  in  New  College  of  California,  777  Valencia  Street,  IN 
THE  WINE  TIME  moves  in  June  to  the  Bayview  Opera  House  on 
Third  Street  at  Newcomb. 


TUMBLEWEED/JULIAN  THEATRE 
Produce  Collaborative  Work 
THE  GARDEN 

A new  work  about  pests  and  paradise,  entitled  THE 
GARDEN,  will  be  presented  on  Friday  through 
Sunday,  May  11  - 13  by  the  dance-theatre  music 
Tumbleweed  and  The  Julian  Theatre,  at  the  New 
College  Auditorium,  777  Valencia  near  19th. 
Performances  are  at  8:30  pm. 

Devised  by  Tumbleweed's  Theresa  Dickinson,  THE  GARDEN 
is  described  by  her  as  "a  growing  situation,  in  which  all  in- 
habitants, even  the  Gardener,  must  adapt  to  events  through 
spontaneous  change:  mutation."  Collaborators  with 
Dickinsonare  performers  Dan  Skaggs  and  Susan  Stein,  musi- 
cians Jon  Arnold,  Thad  Austin.  Drew  Dobbs,  and  Licija  Kordic, 
with  lights  by  Katy  Brennan.  A cast  of  slugs  will  also  be 
featured. 

Because  the  piece  changes  each  time  it  occurs,  rebates  will 
be  offered  for  attendance  at  more  than  one  performance,  so 
oberservers  may  accumulate  different  versions  of  the  story 
Single  admissions  are  $10,  with  sliding  scale  available  at  the 
door.  Call  The  Julian  Theatre  at  626-8987. 


IN  THE  WINE  TIME,  controversial  for  its  frank  language  and 
harsh  portrayal  of  home  life  in  an  urban  ghetto  of  an  Eastern  U.S. 
city,  stands  up  as  a remarkably  funny  and  hopeful  story  of  pre- 
Civil  Rights  Movement  Black  Americans.  It's  centered  on  the 
marriage  of  Lou  Dawson,  portrayed  by  Cynthia  Ruffin,  and  her 
husband  Cliff,  being  given  a highly-praised  performance  by  vete- 
ran actor  Vem  Henderson,  and  their  efforts  at  raising  their  matur- 
ing teen-age  nephew,  portrayed  by  Sun  Ra  Bullins. 

For  a young  person,  one  of  the  ways  out  of  the  poverty  cycle, 
then  as  now,  was  joining  the  military.  Cliff  is  back  from  his  Navy 
stint,  with  the  benefits  of  the  GI  Bill  to  go  to  school.  But  the  lure 
of  the  drug  alcohol,  the  cameraderie  of  the  guys  and  the  appeal  of 
the  women  back  in  his  neighborhood  have  proven  irresistible. 

Ray  wants  to  enjoy  the  world  and  adventure  Cliff  describe,  rather 
than  take  one  of  the  minimum-wage  jobs  his  friends  hold.  The 
young  women  of  the  50's  neighborhood  look  for  husbands  to  sup- 
port them,  or  escape  to  California. 

Also  featured  in  the  cast  are  Rickey  Nero,  Sean  Kirkwood 
Robinson,  and  Bennie  Seastrunk,  with  Sondra  Long,  Ay  anna 
Autrey,  Paul  Carter,  Omar  M'Sai,  Federico  Casanares,  Jr  and 
Margie  Brown  as  other  youth  of  the  neighborhood.  (SEE 
PHOTOS  ON  PAGE  1 OF  THE  NEW  DRAMATIC  CHRONICLE) 

IN  THE  WINE  TIME'S  Schedule  of  Performances  is: 

• At  The  Julian  Theatre/New  College  Auditorium,  777  Valencia  Street: 

Opens  Thursday  May  17  at  8:00  pm,  then  plays  Fridays  through  Sundays  at  8, 
May  18  to  27,  and  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  1 and  2.  For  reservations  call 
626-8987. 

• At  The  Bayview  Opera  House/4705  Third  Street  at  Newcomb:  Opens 
Thursday,  June7  at  8 pm,  then  playing  Thursdays  through  Saturdays  at  8, 
SUNDAY  MATINEES  AT  3:30,  for  two  weeks,  ending  June  17.  For  reserva- 
tions call  824-0386. 

TICKETS:  Available  in  advance  at  STBS-Union  Square  or  Embarcadero  1 or 
with  phone  reservation.  Sliding  scale  for  low  income  and  students  at  the  door. 
Group  rates  are  available:  call  The  Julian  Theatre,  626-8987. 


BAYVIEW 

OPERA  HOUSE 


4705  Third  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
9-4124 
phone  415-824-0386 


Shown  are  two  members  of  the  Philippine  guerilla  army  in 
Nettie  Wild’s  award-winning  ”A  RUSTLING  OF  LEAVES,”  open- 
ing May  11  at  The  Roxie  Cinema.  See  Calendar  for  details,  and 
more  about  the  film. 


The  F6n-Zone 


Keep  current  on  the 
Ba»  Are*  j(1»  urnf 


Roxie  Cinema 


AVANT-GARDE 
NEWS  UPDATE 

From  the  Editor  - 

A few  months  ago  someone  recommended  to  me  a way  of  finding  out,  by 
phone,  what's  really  good  to  go  out  to  in  San  Francisco.  1 called,  and  later 
met,  Nancy  Steidtman  of  SF  Style  International.  Here's  her  description  of 
THE  FON  ZONE: 

Looking  for  a weekly  update  of  what's  happening  in  San 
Francisco's  arts  community  — from  performance  to  film  and 
video? 

Call  the  Fon-Zone  (982-6397/982-NEWS)  --  a FREE  avant- 
garde  arts  line  which  offers  a three-minute  summary  of  what's 
"him,  hot  and  happening  in  San  Frandsco,"  updated  each  week. 

Every  Monday  the  Fon-Zone's  recorded  message  highlights 
unique  events  and  shows  happening  that  week.  The  information 
comes  from  everywhere  --  including  posted  flyers  and  word-of- 
mouth  reviews  - as  the  Fon-Zone’s  army  of  underground  infor- 
mants gather  the  avant-garde  word  about  shows  and  events  that 
mainstream  and  alternative  media  outlets  may  miss. 

Started  in  October  1988  by  SF  Style  International,  a feature 
news  bureau  specializing  in  West  Coast  artys /lifestyle  news,  the 
Fon-Zone  was  invented  to  be  a unique  information  service  focus- 
ing on  the  Bay  Area's  alternative  arts-scene. 

The  importance  of  spreading  the  arts-word  for  free  led  SF 
Style  International  to  shun  the  commercial  976  and  900  numbers. 
The  service  has  been  a hit  ever  since,  as  hundreds  of  callers  both 
regularly  dial  the  line  and  send  fan-mail  praising  the  service. 

Recently  the  Fon-Zone  began  to  offer  an  auxiliary  service  for 
thowe  who  want  a printed  listing  of  events  happening  in  San 
Francisco.  "Art-Fax"  is  a subscription  arts-calendar  of  events 
available  by  fax  or  U.S.  Mail. 

But  a Fon-Zone's  work  is  never  done.  From  its  perch  on  the 
avant-garde  edge,  the  Fon-Zone  wants  to  know  about  any  and 
all  events  happening  in  the  Bay  Area,  and  welcomes  ALL  infor- 
mation. Feel  free  to  phone  or  send  the  Fon-Zone  your 
information. 

Likewise,  if  you’re  interested  in  learning  more,  receiving  a free 
Fon-Zone  Directory  and  fluorescent  Fon-Zone  phone  stickers,  or 
information  on  "Art-Fax,"  send  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  to: 

The  Fon-Zone 

20  San  Antonio  Place,  Suite  1-C/D 
San  Francisco  94133 


RICHARD'S  ALMANAC  and  another  part  of  Isabel  Allende's 
THE  POWER  OF  THE  ART  will  be  back  in  June.  The  editor's 
mind  has  gone  on  vacation  . We  hope  it  will  soon  return. 
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HALF-PRICE 

TICKETS 

on  the  day  of 
performance  to 
selected  cultural 
events.  Half- 
price  tickets  - 
cash  only 


FULL-PRICE 

TICKETS 

in  advance  for 
most  events  in 
the  Bay  area 
including  all 
BASS  events. 

TEL  433-STBS 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN  TO  SAVE 
OUR  PLAYHOUSES 


Pictured  is  the  historic  facade  and  sign  of  El  Capitan  Theatre  and 
Hotel  on  Mission  near  20th  Street.  Now,  and  for  the  past  quarter 
century,  you  drive  right  through  the  lobby.  There’s  no  stage  there 
anymore,  or  movie  screen,  no  balcony  where  you  can  hold  hands 
(or  more)  with  your  mate  — there's  open  sky. 

As  you  read  this,  another  historic  Mission  theatre,  the  Valencia 
Theatre  near  13th,  where  Nijinsky  and  others  once  played,  is  being 
demolished,  and  a permit  has  been  requested  to  smash  the  historic 
Wigwam  on  Mission  near  22nd.  Will  our  neighborhood  gradually 
lose  all  of  our  architecturally  and  socially  significant  theatres  for 
live  performance  and  films? 

The  Wigwam  was  built  in  1912-1913,  and  is  one  of  half  a dozen 
vaudeville,  musical  and  film  theatres  of  our  neighborhood  that  re- 
main, of  the  dozens  that  once  made  The  Mission  San  Francisco’s 
most  popular  and  lively  entertainment,  boasting  more  theatres  than 
any  other  district.  It  was  later  called  The  Crown  and  other  names, 
most  recently  Cine  Latino. 

A committee  has  been  formed  to  save  The  Wigwam/Cine  Latino 
from  the  Cleveland  Wrecking  Ball,  to  give  time  to  study  whether  it 
must  come  down  as  recommended  by  an  engineer  hired  by  the 
owner,  or  whether  it  can  be  fixed  for  future  lively  arts  and 
entertainments. 

The  Committee  to  Save  Our  Mission  Playhouses  has  asked  the 
city's  Landmarks  Preservation  Advisory  Board  to  request  the  SF 
Planning  Commission  to  declare  The  Wigwam  an  Historic 
Landmark,  and  to  declare  our  neighborhood  an  Flistoric 
Entertainment  District.  There  are  creative  plans  to  help  present 
owners  of  endangered  theatres  to  repair  and  refurbish  them,  or  to 
find  buyers  to  give  them  renewed  life. 

There  will  be  a hearing  in  May  by  the  Landmarks  Advisory 
Board  on  The  Wigwam,  and  later  a hearing  before  the  Planning 
Commission.  At  press  time,  the  Landmarks  hearing  was  tenta- 
tively set  for  May  16.  To  find  out  when  it's  scheduled,  call  City 
Planning  at  558-6422. 

Save  Our  Mission  Playhouses  also  needs  your  help  and  dona- 
tions to  help  cover  expenses  of  the  campaign.  Send  a check  in 
any  amount  to  Save  Our  Mission  Playhouses/The  Julian  Theatre, 
Box  41-1015,  SF  94141,  or  call  us  at  626-3668. 


TO  SAVE  OUR  MISSION  PLAYHOUSES: 

I'd  like  to  help.  Here's  my  contribution  of  $ 
Here's  my  address  and  phone: 
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CARNAVAL  CHAMPIONS: 
ESCOLA  NOVA  DE  SAMBA 


by  Chris  Pappas 

Ever  since  he  was  a youngster  growing 
up  in  the  Mission,  Chalo  Eduardo  has 
felt  a music  pulsating  in  his  blood.  He  began 
percussion  lesson  as  a teenager.  His  musical 
inclinations  were  influenced  by  the  neigh- 
borhood - his  Mexican-American  family 
and  the  Cuban.  African,  Philippino  and  Car- 
ibbean friends  with  whom  he  danced  and 
sang.  His  passion  for  music  and  dancing 
have  led  him  into  the  wilds  of  Samba,  the 
gyrating  and  shaking  Brazilian  dance  that  is 
the  essence  of  Rio  de  Janiero's  Camaval. 

‘Samba’  is  Porutgese  for  prayer  of  sup- 
plication. In  Brazil,  samba  drew  its  roots 
from  African,  Portuguese  and  native  Indian 
origins.  Since  the  1930’s,  samba  has  taken 
shape  as  an  urban  folk  art.  The  Escola  bateria 
(rhythm  section)  pounds  out  the  mad  beat  of 
the  batu  cada  (samba  rythm),  while  the  cos- 
tumed dancers  shimmy  and  prance  and  twirl. 
“It ’ s a poor  people  ’ s dance,”  explains  Chalo. 
“It  reaches  past  all  nationalities  to  celebrate 
humanity  and  the  environment." 

In  1978,  Chalo  began  to  focus  on  Bra- 
zilian music.  His  interest  led  him  to  join 
Marcus  Gordon  ( Afro-Cuban  drummer)  and 
Adela  Chu  (Caribbean  dancer)  in  founding 
San  Francisco’s  Camaval.  1980  saw  the 
opening  of  Jose  Lorenzo's  Samba  School  of 
Batuje,  where  Chalo,  mainly  a musician  at 
that  point,  met  his  wife  Josephine,  a dancer. 
In  1984  they  travelled  to  Brazil  for  the  first 
time;  between  1984  and  1987  the  alternated 
between  Rio,  their  home  away  from  home 
and  San  Francisco.  “Once  you’re  a fanatic, 
you’re  a fantatic,”  Chalo  says.  “For  my  wife 
and  I,  it’s  been  our  life  for  years.” 

When  Jose  closed  his  school,  Chalo  and 
Josephine  started  the  Escola  Nova  De  Samba, 
in  1983.  It  is  the  oldest  samba  school  in  San 
Francisco,  possibly  in  the  United  States.  It 


JOSEPHINE  AND  SERAFINA  (Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato) 


opened  officially  in  1984  under  the  name 
Social  Recreation  Club,  as  an  educational 
social  club  that  taught  samba,  African  dance 
and  singing.  Over  100  students  now  attend 
the  year-round  school,  located  in  Studio 
Brazil  on  50  Brady  Street  in  the  Mission. 
Classes  cost  S8,  or  5 for  S25  with  a S50 
membership.  (S30  renewal  Fee)  (Escola 
telephone  #863-8291;  Studio  Brazil  tele- 
phone #863-0321)  The  attached  Kitutz 
Komer  features  Brasilian  savories  to  revive 
hungry  dancers. 

With  a performing  company  of  50 
people,  the  Escola  plays  in  clubs  and  festi- 
vals. They  opened  for  national  acts,  includ- 
ing the  Shriner  1 987  all-star  football  game  at 
Stanford  University.  (The  act  featured  80 
percussionists,  80  hom  players,  and  250 
dancers.)  More  impressive  on  the  local  level 


is  their  current  status  as  Camaval  champi- 
ons, a title  that  the  Escola  has  won  for  the 
past  two  years.  (After  Caranaval  the  Escola 
will  next  perform  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
on  June  1-2.) 

Chalo  believes  that  people  are  naturally 
drawn  to  the  Brazilian  beat  and  as  the  school 
has  grown,  the  concept  of  the  music  has 
changed.  “The  understanding  of  the  music  is 
much  greater  - it’s  gotten  closer  to  Brazilian 
music.”  At  the  same  time,  he  recognizes  that 
“you  can’t  do  it  exactly  like  Brazilians  - go 
for  150%  and  get  75%.”  San  Francisco  also 
can  not  mimic  exactly  a true  Rio  Camaval, 
as  the  Samba  schools  ( 1 5 major  and  1 5 sec- 
ondary) are  composed  of  up  to  4,000  dance 
members  and  250  musicians  in  each  school. 
(Escola  will  present  30  musicians  at  1990’s 
Camaval;  past  festivals  have  drawn  7 1 and 


80  performers.) 

Chalo  embraces  samba  because  of  its 
freedom.  “Self-expression,  that’ s the  beauty , 
that’s  what  it’s  all  about”  he  explains. 
“Everyone  has  their  own  style  - you  don’t 
want  to  see  clones.”  His  perception  of  samba 
is  reflected  in  the  theme  of  the  1990  Cama- 
val, “The  Golden  90’s,  which  celebrates 
individual  well-being  and  interpretation. 
Perhaps  because  of  his  own  travels  to  Brazil, 
he  believes  that  “...you  can’t  learn  every- 
thing in  one  place  - you  have  to  go  to  many 
places.’’ 

Escola  Nova  De  Samba  brings  the  samba 
music  and  dance,  in  rhythm  and  spirit,  to  the 
Bay  Area  and  offers  Chalo,  Josephine,  and 
new  daughter  Serafina’s  love  of  samba  to  an 
increasingly  inquisitive  public.  Chalo  be- 
lieves that  the  city  is  developing  a culture 
that  is  uniquely  San  Fanciscan.  This  vari- 
egated culture  will  be  evident  in  the  diverse 
ethnic  festivities  of  Camaval.  As  Chalo 
enthusiastically  exclaims,  “Camaval  is  for 
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RAZATHON/Salud  es  Poder 

Sunday,  May  6 • 7:30  am  Registration 
• 3.8  Mile  Run  in  trie  Mission  District 

■ C1NCO  DE  MAYO  PARADE 

GRAND  MARSHAL  CARLOS  SANTANA 

Saturday,  May  5 • 11:00  am 
• Parade  Route  20th  & Mission 
to  24tri  & Mission  to  24tri  & Potrero  Sts. 

■ CULTURAL  EXPOSITION 

MONGO  SANtAMARiA  (Saftrtay) 
MALOftA  VEQNDAD 

Saturday  and  Sunday  May  5 and  6 
Noon  - 6 pm 

25  th  Street  & Potrero  Ave 


Produced  By  MECA/Mlsslon  Economic  Cultural  Association 
For  Information  Call  (415)  826-1401 

This  Cslebratlon  Is  Brought  To  You  In  Part  By 
THE  LAW  OFFICES  OF  ARNOLD  LAUB 
Serving  The  Hispanic  Community 
In  Personal  Injury  and  Workers  Compensation 
1-800-338-4400 
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NEW  LOCATION 

at  STUDIO  BRASIL 
Celebrate  1990  with  CARNAVAL  !! 
on-goine  Classes  year-round  in 


• Samba 
•Afro 

• Percussion 
•Sambacise 
•Lambada 


Ballet 

Performance/ 

Workshops 

Rehearsal  Rental  Space 
Special  Guest 

Master  Classes 


Join  '88  & '89  Grand  Champions 
ESCOLA  NOVA  DE  SAMBA  for 
the  San  Francisco  Street  Carnaval  Parade 
Contingent. 


For  class  or  scheduling  information  phone: 
Escola  Nova  (415)  863-8291 


O 
<o 
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4 50  Brady  Street  San  Francisco 

South  of  Market  between  Gough  & 12th  streets 


CARNAVAL  IN  THE  MISSION: 
THREE  ORIGINALS  REMEMBER 

- by  Betsy  Randolph 


Less  than  1000  people  circled  and  danced 
around  Precita  Park  in  February  of  1 979 
to  celebrate  San  Francisco’s  first  Carnaval. 
This  small,  spontaneous  happening  gave  birth 
to  an  annual  tradition  on  the  Mission.  Three 
of  the  Mission  Carnaval’ s “originals’’  re- 
member the  parade  of  history,  from  the  rag- 
tag army  on  the  grass  to  the  full-blown 
mega-event  that  Carnaval  is  today. 

Panamanian-born  dancer  Adela  Chu 
decided  in  the  fall  of  1978  that  she  simply 
“did  not  want  to  live  anywhere  that  didn’t 
have  a Carnaval.  Chu  grew  up  with  a vibrant 
Carnaval  tradition  in  Panama.  “It  was  a 
ritual  I enjoyed,”  and  after  she’d  been  living 
in  the  U.S.  for  a few  years,  “I  started  missing 
it.”  Chu  visited  Brazil  in  1976  for  a two- 
week  stay  that  turned  into  a “year  long  love 
affair”  with  the  country  and  its  people.  She 
ended  up  seeing  two  Camavals  there.  After 
she  returned  to  the  states  to  resume  dance 
teaching,  Chu  was  determined  to  get  San 
Francisco  into  the  act. 

She  walked  into  her  Afro-Caribbean 
dance  class  of  65  students  at  the  (now  de- 
funct) People’s  Cultural  Center  and  an- 
nounced, “We’re  going  to  do  a Carnaval  this 
year.”  The  dance  students  were  all  for  it. 
They  began  practicing  Camaval-sty  le  dances 
from  Brazil  and  around  the  Caribbean. 

For  MECA’s  Artistic  Director,  Marcus 


pull  off  the  Precita  Park  Carnaval  "without 
one  official  sit-down  meeting!”  She  and 
Gordon  recall  that  the  event  was  a “collabo- 
ration."Then-Directorof  the  Precita  Center, 
Carol  Deutsch,  offered  the  center  as  a re- 
hearsal space  and  restroom/changing  facil- 
ity on  the  day  of  the  event.  Photographer  Lou 
De  Matteis  documented  the  first  Carnaval  in 
pictures.  Dancer/performer  Sir  Lawrence 
Washington  brought  his  artistic  talents  to  the 
party,  looking  quite  regal  in  his  sequined 
drum  major  uniform  the  day  of  the  parade. 
Chu  also  tributes  Nancy  Horn,  who  “did  in- 
credible posters.” 

Myner  recalls  that  residents  in  the  Pre- 
cita Park  neighborhood  were  not  in  favor  of 
a parade.  Precita  had  become  something  of  a 
"needle  park”,  and  neighbors  felt  it  would  be 
loo  dangerous.  Although  only  sidewalk 
permit  had  been  granted,  the  Park  and  all  the 
surrounding  side  streets  were  “swarmed” 
the  day  of  the  festival,  laughs  Myner.  who 
liked  the  (comparatively)  small  size.  She 
describes  the  1979  Carnaval  as  the  best  Car- 
naval of  all,  "...it  was  warm  and  joyful  and 
loving." 

It  was  “a  real  special  event...  a real  high 
experience,”  Chu  recalls  dreamily  of  the 
Precita  Park  Carnaval.  As  the  performers 
marched  once,  twice,  three  times  around  the 
park,  Chu  noticed  that  there  were  fewer 


Gordon,  Carnaval  in  the  Mission  began  with 
a conversation  with  Adela  Chu.  Gordon,  a 
self -described  ethnomusicologist  who  taught 
music,  dance  singing  and  Afro-Cuban  per- 
cussion at  the  lime,  was  a natural  candidate 
to  help  bring  the  idea  into  reality.  Gordon 
was  bom  of  Jamaican  and  Panamanian  par- 
ents, and  had  grown  up  on  the  Carnaval  cele- 
brated in  New  York  City. 

Artist  Pam  Myner  recalls  a very  de- 
pressing winter  of  1978.  All  of  her  friends 
were  stuck  on  a collective  blue  funk.  One 
evening  they  created  a story  to  explain  their 
state,  and  find  a way  out.  Convinced  that  it 
was  to  them  to  call  back  the  sun  from  its 
winter  hiding  place,  they  decided  to  hold  a 
small  “Parade  of  the  Sun,"  on  Winter  Sol- 
stice, at  22nd  and  Guerrero.  It  seemed  to 
work.  The  sun  shone.  At  the  Solstice  parade, 
Myner  met  Chu,  who  remarked  (not  surpris- 
ingly), “You  know  what  this  reminds  me 
of...  Carnaval!!” 

Myner,  had  been  making  masks  which 
retailed  around  town.  Meanwhile,  “Cama- 
val  I"  was  brewing,  with  Chu’s  dancers, 
Gordon's  drummers  and  Jos6  Lorenzo’s 
group,  Batucaje.  Working  out  of  the  Cos- 
tume Bank,  Myner  pitched  in  her  talents  to 
out  fit  the  first  Carnaval  ’ s performers.  They 
also  got  lots  of  masks  from  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center.  Many  people  showed  upon 
the  day  of  the  event  to  make  or  rent  cos- 
tumes. (Rental  was  S2  a costume  in  those 
days.)  The  Costume  Bank,  a support  service 
to  the  arts  which  provided  low  cost  costumes 
to  actors,  performers  and  other  arts  groups, 
made  300  costumes  the  first  year  of  Cama- 
val. 

Chu  confesses  that  they  managed  to 


“observers”  and  more  "participants.”  On  the 
final  round,  instead  of  skirting  the  park,  we 
just  cut  through  the  grass. ..It  felt  like  we 
were  entering  another  dimension,”  says  Chu. 
“We  had  so  much  fun,”  agrees  Gordon. 
“And  it  poured  like  hell  afterwards!” 

The  following  year’s  parade  ended  in 
Dolores  Park.  This  time  street  permits  had 
been  obtained,  but  there  were  only  two  cops 
for  a crowd  of  thousands.  “It  was  nuts!”, 
grins  Myner.  Although  there  had  been  previ- 
ous "trouble”  between  police  and  low-riders 
that  year,  “the  low-nders  took  over  security. 
And  it  was  no  problem !”,  Myner  exclaims 
gleefully. 

Planning  for  subsequent  Camavals 
meant  getting  more  organized  more  in  ad- 
vance, and  attracting  grant  monies  to  fund 
the  event.  The  Mission  Neighborhood  Cen- 
ters acted  as  the  “financial  agent”  for  these 
monies. 

From  Myner’ s perspective,  an  essential 
part  of  successful  camavals  has  always  been 

1) geiting  people  to  come  in  costume  and 

2) getting  them  to  help  make  their  own  cos- 
tumes. In  1980  Marcus  Gordon  warned  his 
drummers  that  unless  they  made  their  own 
costumes  themselves,  they  could  not  be  in 
the  parade.  The  threat  worked,  and  dozens  of 
male  drummers  conceded  to  modify  T-shirts 
for  their  own  ruffled-sleeve  outfits. 

Most  outfits  at  Costume  Bank  aren’t 
“complete  on  the  rack.  A renter  can  fill  it  out, 
elaborate  by  adding  sequins,  feathers,  wings 
and  etc.  "There  are  some  great  combina- 
tions,” says  Myner,  “ like  medieval  droopy 
sleeves  and  60s  psychedelic  colors!”  Cama- 
val  is  the  ume  to  "actualize  your  fantasies. 
You  can  be  whatever  you  want  to  be.”  Myner 
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POST  CARNAVAL  SALE 


MONDAY  MAY  28TH 

50%  OFF  CLoTHING 

30%  OFF  EVERYTHING  ELSE 

EXCEPT  FURNITURE 


HOURS  9 - 6 


2101  Mission  Street 

comer  of  17th  Street  • 861-1132 

A second  hand  department  store  with  quality  clothing  for  men,  women  and  kick 
Open  seven  days  a week  with  easy  access  to  BART  & MUNI 6 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
Mon.  8am  - 3pm 
Fri.  8am  - 10pm 
Sat.  - Sun 
9am  - 10pm 


Books  and  toys  for 
grown  ups. . . 

In  an  atmosphere  that's 
friendly,  feminist  and 
fun.  Come  visit  our  new 
store  and  check  out  our 
expanded  book  and 
erotic  video  sections 

1210  Valencia 
(Between  23rd  & 24th) 

Mon.-Sat.  12-6.  Sun.  1-5 
5507399 
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continues  to  encourage  people  to  rent  and 
make  their  own  costumes  for  Camaval.  The 
cost  of  a rental  (for  a week)  is  S25,  a real 
bargain  for  the  impressive  result.  Those  in- 
terested this  year  can  call  921-8722.  The 
Costume  Bank  is  located  at  762  Fulton  St. 
and  is  open  Tue-Sat,  noon  to  4 pm. 

Musically,  Batucaje  was  “the  group  that 
really  set  the  tone”  for  all  the  other  S.F. 
Camaval  performers.  Batucaje  s leader,  Jos6 
Lorenzo,  “brought  Brazilian  music  to  the 
Bay  Area,”  credits  Gordon.  One  of  Batucaje* s 
members.  Chalo  Eduardo,  now  directs  the 
Escola  Nova  de  Samba.  (Also,  he  and  his 
wife  Josephine  recently  opened  Studio  Bra- 
zil). Gordon  Cites  the  Samba  de  Allegria  as 
being  one  of  the  oldest  continuing  Camaval 
contingents:  they  first  performed  in  1980. 
Escola  Noca  de  Samba  attracted  quite  a lot 
of  attention  when  they  won  “Best  Perform- 
ers” awards  several  years  in  a row. 

When  asked  why  Camaval  is  held  in 
May  instead  of  Februray,  around  the  pre- 
lentin  Mardi-Gras,  Gordon  explains  that 
Camaval  is  not  a Catholic  celebration,  but 
has  been  a ritual  since  pagan  times.  Indeed 
Camaval  is  essentially  a springtime  festival, 
a “dead”  week  in  the  calendar  year  where  all 
mor6s  turn  upside  down,  and  humans  make 
a joyful  noise  to  Mother  Earth  in  her  revital- 
ized glory.  The  Catholic  Church,  after  futile 
attempts  to  ban  the  festival,  “co-opted  it  and 
squeezed  it  into  the  Easier  holiday,"  says 
Gordon.  Camaval  was  held  in  the  Mission  in 
June  one  year,  but  it  stole  so  much  of  the 
spotlight  from  the  North  Beach  Fair  going 
on  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  moved  back 
into  May . The  Memorial  Day  (last)  weekend 
in  May  was  settled  upon  as  a sunny,  conven- 
ient date. 

Of  all  the  people  involved  in  getting 


Camaval  off  the  ground  in  the  Mission, 
Gordon  probably  gets  a longevity  award  for 
“sticking  with  it”,  and  bringing  the  festival 
through  its  organizational  struggles.  In  addi- 
tion to  being  MECA’s  Artistic  Director  and 
a percussionist,  Gordon  is  a priest  in  the 
Samaria  church.  The  Santaria  religion  origi- 
nally came  from  the  Yorba  tribe  in  Nigeria 
and  made  its  way  to  the  U.S.  via  Cuba. 

Myner  took  over  as  Director  of  the 
Costume  Bank  in  1980,  after  having  “saved 
it  from  finacial  crisis”  by  bringing  in  the 
S600  in  costume  rentals  for  the  first  Cama- 
val. Myner  remained  on  the  Camaval  Com- 
mittee for  a few  years,  but  when  it  went  to  the 
Civic  Center  Plaza  she  “dropped  out... my 
orientation  was  a lot  more  towards  small- 
scale  community.”  After  seeing  police  re- 
straining celebrants  at  the  Plaza  she  dis- 
qualified herself  as  a costume  judge  and 
quit.  By  last  year,  however,  Myner  felt  that 
Camaval  had  really  “taken  off*  as  a celebra- 
tion . She  agreed  to  judge  costumes  again  and 
is  happy  about  it.  Meanwhile,  a lot  of  activ- 
ity at  the  Costume  Bank  comes  around  Hal- 
loween. She  also  outfits  schools,  groups, 
churches,  actors,  small  theater  groups,  and 
does  other  commercial  work. 

Chu,  who  now  lives  in  Hawaii,  was 
involved  in  organizing  Camaval  for  three 
years  after  the  initial  event.  In  1982  she 
helped  put  together  a “mammoth  contin- 
gent” with  300  dancers,  music  and  floats. 
The  refrain  from  a song  Chu  wrote  for  the 
piece  goes  like  this: 

“Red  black  yellow 
while  and  brown 
Rainbow  children  all  around 
Treasure  of  the  New  World 
Children  of  the  sun" 
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: Country  Station 

(415)  861-0972  • 

2140  Mission  Street  • 

Between  17th  & 18th  Z 

BUSINESS  HOURS  Z 

: modestly  priced 

Mon-Thur  10:00  am-  9:00  pm  • 
Fri-Sat  10:00  am- 10:00  pm  J 

• 

MARC  S.  JANOWITZ 

ATTORNEY 

Workers  Rights  * Tenants  Rights 

819  Eddy  St.  94109 
771-6174 


Carnaval 

Festival  Celebration 

Featuring:  Yomo  Toro  and  The  Mighty  Sparrow 


Friday,  May  25th 

Carnaval  Salsa  Ball 
Featuring: 

Yomo  Toro 

♦ ♦♦♦♦ 


Saturday  May  26th 
Carnaval  Festival 
Carnaval  Caribbean  Ball 
Featuring: 

The  Mighty  Sparrow 

♦ ♦♦♦♦ 


Sunday  May  27th 

Grand  Carnaval  Parade 
Starts  at  11.00  a.m. 

Samba  Extravaganza 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 


(415)  824-8999  (MECA  /CARNAVAL  HOTLINE) 


Produced  by  MECA,  Carnaval  San  Francisco  is  a project  of  The  Mission  Neighborhood  Centers 

Funded  in  part  by  Grants  For  The  Arts  iers* 
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KGO-TV® 
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MISSION  MIRACLE  MILE 
MAY  DAYS 


CARNAVAL 
COUNTDOWN 

BY  CHRIS  COLLINS,  NORTH  MISSION  NEWS  CARNAVAL  EDITOR 

Welcome  to  Mission  MiracleMile  May  Days.  Cinco  de  Mayo 
parade  starts  things  off  on  the  first  Saturday  in  May  when  American 
Latinos  and  many  of  the  rest  of  us  honor  Liberty,  Community  and 
Pride  in  our  cultural  heritage.  On  the  last  Sunday  in  May  is  what 
many  believe  will  someday  be  the  greatest  parade  of  all  time, 
CARNAVAL  GRAND  PARADE.  The  big  news  is  that  Carnaval 
will  be  broadcast  on  Channel  7 this  year  but,  like  the  Chinese  New 
Year’s  Parade,  is  expected  to  move  into  scores  of  new  markets  in  the 
following  years.  During  May  are  many  minor  events  including  the 
world’s  largest  foot  race,  Bay  to  Breakers  and  world’s  largest  formal 

B,  Black  & White  Ball.  Don’t  forget  about  the  three 
A-produced  Balls  on  Memorial  Day  Weekend  including  their 
first  "masked"  ball.  Also,  the  2nd  annual  STEELPAN  SUMMIT  the 
day  before  the  parade  sounds  real  hot,  it’s  at  17th  & Harrison 
♦(More  info-MECA  826-1401)  * 

GREATNESS  With  the  exception  of  Italy,  European  carnivals  have 
little  of  the  joy  and  creativity  associated  with  the  hundreds  of 
carnivals  in  the  new  world.  Some  blame  it  on  persistent  church 
efforts  to  suppress  a holiday  they  did  not  control  but  only  named,  but 
no  matter.  The  imported  infectious  exuberance  of  the  African  soul 
has  meant  that  our  hemisphere  has  evolved  some  the  greatest 
Carnival  spectacles  and  artistic  celebrations  the  world  has  ever 
known....  Port-of-Spain,  Trinidad,  Rio  de  Janiero,  Brazil,  and  New 
Orleans,  USA  all  call  their  Carnivals  "the  greatest  show  on  earth" 
Each  of  these  big  three  is  over  150  years  old,  and  each  location’s 
natives  know  only  two  seasons,  before  and  after  carnaval.  While  San 
Francisco  will  only  be  celebrating  our  11th  Carnaval  this  Memorial 
Day  Weekend  many  of  the  long-term  parade  contributors  have  been 
motivated  by  the  appreciation  that  the  Bay  Area  has,  with  time,  the 
potential  to  some  day  join  this  ehte  ^roup. 

WORLD-CLASS  means  go’in  GLOBAL  Carnival  is  the  most 
colorful  and  exciting  cultural  expression  for  so  many  of  our  Latin, 
Brazilian  and  Can 

pre-Lenten.  The  potential  exists  for  a grand  culturaf  exchange.  If  the 


g cultural  expression  ror  so  many  or  our  Latin, 
lbbean  neighbors  and  these  parades  are  all 
•tential  exists  for  a grand  cultural  exchange.  If  the 
political  and  business  leadership  of  the  Bay  Area  can  pull  together, 
we  can  find  a way  to  import  the  best  of  their  parades  for  our  parade. 
This  concept  is  not  without  precedent  or  competition.  In  El  Norte 
there  are  two  other  large  Afro-Caribbean  multi-cultural  carnivals  in 
Brooklyn  and  Toronto  with  post-Lenten  dates  like  San  Francisco 
where  West  Indian  parade  talent  is  imported  special...  The  spirit 
does  continue  to  spread,  Blaine  Kern,  Mr.  Mardi  Gras  has 
introduced  his  Mardi  Gras  parading  style  and  ancient  krewe  system 
to  27  other  cities  throughout  the  South  for  pre-Lenten  community 

♦celebration* 

At  New  Orleans  Mardi  Gras,  sixty  secret  societies  called  krewes  are 
named  after  pagan  gods.  Membership  will  mean  significant  annual 
dues,  a coveted  invitation  to  the  krewe’s  coronation  ball  in  honor  of 
the  new  year’s  king  and  queen,  plus  participation  in  a wild  parade 
where  you  and  fellow  masked  members  will  toss  beads,  doubloons, 
cups,  and  surprises  to  a boisterous  crowd.  Between  each  krewes  20  to 
30  themed  floats  is  a performing  youth  group  usually  a marching 
band  or  dancing  girl’s  troupe.  The  50plus  parades  during  February 
means  over  100,000  youth  perform.  On  Mardi  Gras  day,  Fat  Tuesday 
it  is  common  to  see  large  families,  3 & 4 generations  all  in  costume 
partying  together.  The  Carnaval  spirit  is  very  positive  energy,  in 
1990  over  1.5  million  people  spent  over  350  million  for  Mardi  Gras. 
City  officials  will  tell  that  while  garbage  collection  was  up  15%  they 
had  no  problems  with  drugs,  violence  or  depravity. 

Youth  & Carnaval:  According  to 
Supe  Jim  Gonzalez"L/stem>2g  to 
youth  is  the  first  step  in  resolving 
the  crisis  of  graffiti,  vandalism, 
and  substance  abuse"...  Jazz 
drummer/teacher  Eddie  Marshal; 

" Just  Say  No  to  Drugs"  is  drug 
policy  abuse,  you  must  first  give 
kids  a way  to  say  yes  to  life  by 
offering  after- school  opportunities 
for  growth  in  music  and  arts." 

While  SF-Carnaval  has  a growing 
number  of  children  it  now  has 
few  youth.  Some  long-time 
carnaval  parade  folks  would  be 
honored  to  be  able  to  teach  the 
skills  of  persistence,  excellence, 
loyalty,  cooperation,  and 
self-esteem  necessary  to  perform 
in  a bateria  or  carnival  drum  core 
for  youth,  or,  for  that  matter, -to 
perform  in  life. 


N, 


ew  and  long-established  businesses,  all 
confront  an  expanding  and  increasingly  complex 
business  world.  As  the  economy  swings  and 
sways,  wages,  fringe  benefits,  equipment  and 
office  space  become  critical  financial  issues. 

More  businesses  are  beginning  to  realize  the 
obvious  advantages  of  hiring  independent  office 
support  services  to  handle  some  or  all  of  their 
office  needs. 

THE  EL  VES  has  been  created  to  provide  a wide 
gamut  of  bilingual  computer-based  services,  and 
to  offer  a fast,  quality  and  economical  alternative 
to  today's  spiraling  overhead  costs. 

Medium  size  companies  and  start-up's,  as  well  as 
entrepreneurs,  students,  and  crafts  people  will  find 
our  services  affordable,  reliable  and  flexible 
enough  to  accommodate  their  individual  needs. 


So,  when  you  need  a little  magic,  let  us  know, 
we're  just  one  call  away  ! 


OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 


WORDPROCESSING 
SECRETARIAL 
TRANSLATIONS 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 


TYPESETTING/DESIGN 
COMPUTER  SUPPORT 
FAX 

NOTARY  PUBLIC 


3370  - 24th.  St  S.F.  CA  94110 

(Right  across  from  Mission  Public  Library) 


(415)  824-4418 
FAX  285-5731 


H EA  UT  H CA  R E 


V3l 


L E=Y 


RX  FOR  PLESANT  DREAMS 


“...to  sleep,  to  sleep,  perchance  to  dream, 
aye,  there’s  the  rub...” 

— Shakespeare 

amlet  knew  that  sleep  is  vital  to 
emotional  and  physical  health.  If  you 
arise  easily  and  quickly  in  the  morning  with- 
out an  alarm  clock  and  without  needing 
caffeine  to  “get  you  going"  then  you  arc 
getting  adequate  sleep.  If  not  you  arc  sleep 
deprived,  as  are  many  American  children 
and  adults. 

All  living  creatures  arc  governed  by  bio- 
rhythms which  regulate  rcst/activity  cycles. 
With  advancing  technology,  we  have  drifted 
away  from  these  ancient  biorhythms,  work- 
ing and  resting  according  to  artificially  de- 
termined schedules,  adapting  to  irregular 
sleep  patterns  and  using  drugs  to  shore  up 
our  fatigued  bodies  and  minds. 

According  to  Traditional  Chinese  Medi- 
cine, the  body 's  energy  travels  in  an  orderly 
24  hour  circuit  through  each  of  the  body’s 
energy  pathways,  or  meridians.  Each  merid- 
ian has  a 2 hour  period  of  maximal  energy 
every  24  hours.  For  example,  the  Liver 
meridian  is  most  active  from  lam  to  3am, 
the  Lung  from  3am  to  5am,  and  the  Stomach 
from  7am  to  9am , and  so  on . Often  a person ’s 
illness  manifests  at  specific  hours  - the  in- 
sonr.iac  who  awakens  nightly  between  lam 


and  3am,  the  asthmatic  whose  attacks  occur 
at  4 am,  or  the  person  with  digestive  prob- 
lems who  feels  sluggish  and  cannot  eat  in 
the  morning. 

The  principles  of  Yin  and  Yang  teach  that 
night  is  yin,  the  time  for  quiet  activity  and 
sleep.  The  organs  rest  and  regenerate  best  at 
night;  if  we  force  them  to  be  active,  over  a 
period  of  time  they  will  become  weak. 
Daytime  is  yang,  when  we  have  our  best 
energy  for  activity  and  work.  Accordingly, 
winter  is  the  most  yin  season,  when  we 
conserve  energy  and  go  into  hibernation. 


Summer,  the  most  yang  season,  is  a time  for 
energetic  projects  and  growth.  We  can  learn 
from  these  ancient  theories  how  to  be  health- 
ier and  more  productive. 

If  you  have  difficulty  going  to  sleep  by 
11pm,  get  into  a daily  exercise  program,  eat 
a smalL  meal  early  in  the  evening,  avoid 
stressful  mental  work  afterdinner,  and  elimi- 
nate caffeine  from  your  diet. 

Caffeine  is  the  most  abused  drug  in  west- 
ern culture.  Even  small  quantities  cause 
restlessness,  insomnia,  and  increased  muscle 
tension  which  aggravates  neck,  jaw,  sh- 
older,  and  back  pain.  It  increases  PMS 


symptoms,  and  may  be  a contributing  factor 
to  many  other  diseases.  Coffee  beans,  for  the 
most  part,  are  not  organically  grown,  and 
contain  pesticide  and  herbicide  residues 
which  are  concentrated  by  roasting  and 
brewing.  The  bean  itself  is  oily  in  nature  and 
is  difficult  for  the  body  to  eliminate. 

A healthy  alternative  to  coffee  is  kuJcicha, 
the  traditional  Japanese  roasted-twig  tea 
which  contains  little  or  no  caffeine,  and  is 
safe  to  dnnk  at  any  time.  Kukicha  is  avail- 
able in  bulk  at  natural  foods  stores. 

Lisa  Berkelhammer 

TWIG  TEA 

1-2  tbsp  kukicha 
4 cups  water 

Place  tea  in  cold  water  and  bring  to  a boil. 
Simmer  for  10-20  minutes.  Longer  simmer- 
ing makes  stronger  tea.  Yield:  4 cups.  Serve 
with  soy  milk  if  desired.  You  may  re-boil  the 
tea  a few  times,  adding  a little  more  tea  each 
time. 

Lisa  Berkelhammer  C.A.,  is  a State  and 
Nationally  Certified  Acupuncturist/Herbal- 
ist  and  a Nutrition  Consultant.  She  main- 
tains a private  practice  in  San  Francisco. 


5/16  Marcia  Freedman  discusses  Exile  in  the  Promised 
Land,  a memior  of  her  years  in  Israel,  where  she  was  a 
milium  peace  activist,  a founder  of  the  women's  move- 
ment, and  a memeber  of  the  Israeli  Knesset  7:30  PM 

5/  23  Pat  Califa  will  read  from  her  new  book  Doc  andFlujJ, 
a futuristic  lesbian  novel  She  is  the  author  of  Macho  Sluis 
and  Sapphisiry  and  is  advise  columnist  for  The  Advocate. 

J^0rr\&Q 

LIBROS  EN  ESPANOL 
Literatura  • Politica*  Arte 
DISCOS  DE  LA  NUEVA  CANCION 

BOOKSTORE 

968  VALENCIA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94110 

Literature  • Politics  • Art  282  9246 

r — — 


r 

Featuring  the  largest  selection  of 
Marxist-Lenimst  literature 
in  Northern  California 

518  Valencia  Street 
Son  Francisco,  Colilorma 
415-626-2924 

CYBOOK 

CENTER 

Mon  -Sat  10  AM-6  r. 

Gift  Certificates 
We  Special  Order  Books 

Libros  en  Esponol 

We  specialize  in  a wide  variety  of  books  and  periodicals  on 
domestic  political  issues  and  movements  for  liberation  and 
democracy  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America. 

ON  JUNE  5TH  VOTE  FOR 
JOHN  VAN  DE  KAMP 
FOR  GOVERNOR 

* SPONSOR  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION  INITIATIVE 

* CONSUMER  RIGHTS  ADVOCATE 


North  Mission  News  — May  1990  — Page  19 


A Rustling  of  Leaves:  Inside  the  Philippine  Revolution 


US  PREMIER  OF  CONTROVERSIAL 
DOCUMENTARY  FILM 
A Rustling  of  Leaves: 

Inside  the  Philippine  Revolution 

Produced  and  Directed  by  Canadian  film 
maker  Nettie  Wild  (Color,  112  minutes) 

j nquisitive  women  in  pool  shower  rooms, 
1 children  with  prodding  hands  and  strang- 
ers with  a penchant  for  bizarre  details,  have 
often  asked  me  about  the  gruesome  three 
inch  scare  on  my  leg.  Depending  on  my 
mood  I may  invent  tales  of  a loyal  pet  gone 
mad,  look  deadpan  in  their  eyes  and  say  in  a 
hushed  voice,  T got  shot’,  or  attempt  to 
explain  the  truth:  about  how  I was  working 
on  this  documentary  film  in  the  Philippines 
where  we  lived  in  the  mountains  with  New 
Peoples  Army  guerrillas,  including  a jovial 
Catholic  priest  who  still  gives  mass  to  the 
peasants  in  clandestine  clearings  in  the  for- 
est using  kamote  (sweet  potato)  as  the 
communion  host  and  coffee  boiled  in  a 
cauldron  to  represent  the  blood  of  Christ, 
and  how  we  slept  in  hammocks  made  from 
rice  sacks  on  the  guerrilla  headquarters  with 
our  sneakers  and  gear  accessible  in  case  of 
an  enemy  attack  in  the  night,  and  used  a bolo 
machete  to  dig  a hole  of  privacy  in  a shade 
patch  of  morning  to  take  care  of  personal 
tasks  and  walk  up  to  15  miles  a day  under  a 
sun  that  burned  with  the  same  fever  of 
conviction  and  sacrifice  that  enveloped  us, 
and  followed  the  saga  of  a rebel-tumed- 
informer  whose  revolutionary  code  name 
was  Batman,  and  greedily  devour  a culinary 
treat  like  sardines  in  tomato  sauce  to  break 
the  main  fare  of  rice  and  dried  fish  or  fish 


DIRECTOR  NETTIE  WILD  (L)  AND  MASKED  GUERRII-I.A 


dried  with  rice,  and  duck  from  the  flutter  of 
bats  that  emerged  by  the  spring  during  night 
baths  that  were  the  second  most  pleasurable 
invention  of  nature  since  sex,  and  ward  of 
fatigue  and  fear  and  45  degree  hills  to  trek 
when  you’re  backpack  feels  like  a cinder 
block  that  has  been  rubber  cemented  to  your 
wet  T-shirt  from  sweat  and  caffeine  with- 
drawal headaches  and  LBMS(loose  bowel 
movements)  - as  pre-dysentary  symptoms 
are  politely  referred  to,  and  avoid  the  reflec- 
tion in  shiny  objects  because  you  are  con- 
vinced that  the  memory  of  your  face  re- 
sembled something  more  symmetrical  and 
at  all  costs  don't  ask  what  certain  flying  or 
dripping  or  sluggish  insects  are,  which  bnngs 
me  to  the  scar  on  my  leg.  It  was  an  unat- 

285-6689 


Experience  the  excitement  of  (apoefro, 
an  incredible  martial  art  /dance  form 
occompanled  by  Bve  Afro-Brazitian 
rhythms.  Open  to  all  levels. 


Beginners  classes  with  Master  Preguiga: 
Tues,  Thurs  7:30-9  at  Third  Wave  Studio, 
24th  Street  and  Mission. 

Fri  5:30-7,  Sat  4-8  at  333  Dolores  (by  16th) 


Rene 
Business 
achines 


TYPEWRITERS 
IBM  - SCM 

CALCULATORS  • SUPPLIES 

Open:  Monday  to  Friday 
9:00  AM -5:00  PM 
Saturdays  8:30  AM  - 3:00  PM 

10%  off  all  repairs  with  this  ad. 


OFFICE  EQUIPMENT 
(415)  431-6383 

2057  Mission  St.-  San  Francisco, CA  94110 


tended  leech  bite. 

If  this  all  sounds  incredible  wait  until 
you  meet  Director  Nettie  Wild  who  lived 
through  all  of  this  as  a mere  chapter  in  a 
longer  version  of  her  remake  of  Burden  of 
Dreams  during  her  two  year  struggle  of 
sheer  resiliency  and  vision  to  make  this  ex- 
traordinary documentary.  A Rustling  of 
Leaves  reveals  the  complex  tapestry  ot  the 
Philippine  revolution  woven  together 
through  the  stories  of  admirable  (and  some 
surreal)  Filipinos  in  the  throes  of  shaping 
contemporary  Philippine  history.  The  sto- 
ries that  will  never  be  shown  on  the  6 o’clock 
news.  I never  would  have  imagined  during 
the  few  months  that  I worked  as  a crash- 
trained  sound  recordist  for  Ms.  Wild,  that  I 


would  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  an- 
nounce the  film's  world  premier  in  my  own 
community.  The  film  has  recievcd  numer- 
ous prestigious  awards  including;  Red  Rib- 
bon at  the  American  Film  Festival,  Most 
Popular  Film  at  the  Berlin  Film  Festival,  and 
the  Prix  du  Public  at  the  National  Film 
Board  of  Canada.  The  film  is  being  distrib- 
uted by  the  Empowerment  Project  - produc- 
ers of  the  award  winning  documentary 
COVERUP  Behind  the  Iran  Contra  Affair 

A Rustling  of  Leaves  will  open  with  a gala 
benefit  on  Friday.  May  1 1 at  7:30  pm  at  the 
Roxie  Cinema  and  will  run  through  May 
17th  with  regular  showtimes.  Screenings 
will  be  followed  by  an  open  discussion  with 
Ms.  Wild  and  participating  audience  mem- 
bers representing  the  politically  diverse 
Filipino  community . The  debate  isccrtain  to 
be  lively  and  informative  and  the  film  event 
should  not  be  missed!! 

Personally  I intend  to  kick  back  in  the 
embryonic  darkness  of  the  Roxie,  pul  up  my 
scarred  leg  and  watch  a part  of  my  life  that 
has  changed  me  forever.  This  time  with  a 
supply  of  lattes  at  hand.  To  all  of  you  who 
Thought  I was  stretching  the  truth  a bit ... 

Jeanne  Hallacy 


Jeanne  Hallacy  is  a documentary  photogra- 
pher and  film  maker  who  lived  and  worked 
extensively  in  the  Philippines  during  1983- 
1 988.  Ms.  Hallacy  is  currently  working  on  a 
book  about  her  experiences  in  the  Philip- 
pines in  her  North  Mission  studio. 


CALDERA-CASTILLO 

ENTERPRISES 

• Discount  Travel  Tickets 

• Income  Tax  Services 

• Confidential  Marriages 

• Do-it-yourself  Divorces 

• Translations 

• I.D.  Fingerprints  & Photos 

• Notary  Public 

• All  Types  of  Auto  Insurance 

FLEXIBLE  HOURS  TO  MEET  YOUR  BUSY  SCHEDULE 

3315 -21st.  Street  . S.  F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  826-2599 


l!== 


. 


ALL  TYPES  OF 

CONTACT  LENSES  INCLUDING: 

• EXTENDED  WEAR 
• ASTIGMATIC 
• TINTED  SOFT  LENSES 
• GAS  PERMEABLE  HARD  LENSES 


DESIGNER  EYEGLASSES 
NO  LINE  BIFOCALS 
FACETED  LENSES 


DR.  BARRY  M.  SMITH 

eye  examinations  Medi-Cal  Insurance 

861-6611  s jsb* 

319916th  at  Guerrero  San  Francisco 
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MAELSTROM'S  1 1 YEAR  ANNIVERSARY 


AL  & LAURIE  OF  MAELSTROM  (PHOTO  BY  CLAUDE  PALMER) 


It  was  an  average  Thursday  afternoon 
in  the  Mission.  The  ever-present  sun- 
shine, the  lure  of  burritos.  the  incomprehen- 
sible chatter  of  the  melting  pot.  I happen  to 
wander  into  a place  on  Valencia  Street  called 
Maelstrom  Books.  While  scanning  the  spines 
for  a tasty  slab  of  literary  delight.  I over- 
heard the  man  at  the  counter  say  “All  heads 
of  states  should  be  made  to  read  history.” 
"No,  they  shouldn't,  “said  the  woman  he 
was  speaking  to,  “it  would  give  them  too 
many  ideas.” 

As  I continued  my  browsing/eavesdrop- 
ping, 1 heard  the  conversation  convolute 
itself  into  a discourse  on  Aztec  Mythology, 
the  merits  of  Max  Ernst,  and  the  innovations 
of  Louis  Armstrong.  By  the  lime  I left,  there 
was  a small  group  debating  over  the  nature 
of  the  pottery  used  by  Koreans  to  pickle 
cabbage.  Al,  the  man  behind  the  counter, 
explained  “Used  books  are  whatever  you 
want  them  to  be.  from  Macramd  to  True 
Crime.” 

Throughout  its  11  year  history.  Mael- 
strom Books  has  definitely  established  a 
sense  of  place.  It  is  a comfortable,  relaxed, 
living  room  of  a bookstore,  complete  with 
tables  and  chairs.  Balinese  puppets  grace 
the  shelves.  A school  of  paper  fish  swim 
overhead.  And  of  course,  there  is  the  deco- 


rative cynosure  of  Maelstrom:  a hand-made 
cardboard  and  wood  slinky  which  (too  many 
customers’  chagrin)  is  NOT  for  sale. 

Maelstrom  is  celebrating  its  1 1th  anniver- 
sary this  year.  Founded  in  1979  by  Chris 


Bogosian,  its  staying  power  may  be  attrib- 
uted to  its  focus  on  the  arts.  Indeed,  it  not 
only  boasts  the  finest  fiction  section  in  the 
neighborhood,  but  a formidable  selection  of 
poetry  as  well.  This  in  itself  says  a lot  since 


there  are  four  used  bookstores  in  the  imme- 
diate area. 

As  part  of  its  11th  anniversary,  Mael- 
strom is  hosting  an  evening  of  Middle  East- 
ern music  May  1 5th  at 6:30  pm.  Laurie,  part 
of  the  Maelstrom  milieu  for  five  years,  says 
“We’re  always  interested  in  hosting  events 
which  might  be  categorized  as  weird  of 
difficult”  This  may  be  an  understatement. 
In  the  past,  other  events  have  included  the 
likes  of  TripleX  Puppet  Theater  and  Kabuki 
With  Motorcycles. 

Maelstrom  is  the  oldest  used  bookstore  in 
the  area.  For  over  1 1 years  it  has  offered  fine 
books  at  fair  prices.  One  can  browse  these 
shelves  and  come  away  with  volumes  rang- 
ing from  Undersea  Plant  Life  to  Samuel 
Beckett  (the  Unofficial  spiritual  advisor  to 
Maelstrom’s  staff)-  Just  recently,  the  store 
has  completely  renovated  its  history  sec- 
tion, which  fell  victim  to  the  ravages  of  the 
earthquake. 

Experience  the  daily  metamorphosis  of 
Maelstrom  as  it  transforms  itself  physically 
as  well  as  in  a more  ethereal,  recondite 
manner.  - Explore  the  Maelstrom  phe- 
nomenon any  day  of  the  week,  between  12 
and  7pm,  at  527  Valencia  Sl 

* * + * * * * 


A WORLD  OF  FUN 

This  one  hour  cassette  includes  historical  research  and 
astrological  predictions  for  1991. 

Send  $10.00  to: 

Robert  Cole,  Astrologer 
P.O.  Box  884561  San  Francisco,  CA  94188 

(please  indicate  which  packet) 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  V.  Rengstorff  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron  R.D.H.  Bryant  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


* 


Eddy  Martinez  81  Associates 


VOLKSWAGEN 

HONDA,  BMW,  TOYOTA,  VOU/O.  NISSAN.  PEUGtOT.  S DOMESTIC  MODELS. 

At  Metropolitan  Motors,  we  stand  behind  our  work.  We’re 
owner-operated.  Our  large  facility  has  European  trained 
mechanics  - and  we  guarantee  all  our  service  and  repair. 
Customer  satisfaction  is  our  top  priority! 

863-2126  ® 

JEAN  PAIR  S 112  BAHIHf  S 

METROPOLITAN  MOTORS 

740  VALENCIA  (between  lBth  O 19th  near  BART)  Mon-Pri  7AM- 6:30PM 


REAL  ESTATE  INVESTMENTS 

• Real  Estate  Sales 

• Residential 

• Commercial 

• Income  Property 

• Mortgage  Loans 

• Refinance 

Tels:  337-7666 , 337-7667 


FIREHOUSE  1 

The  Hottest  Dance  Music  In  Town!!! 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


REGGAE  ROCKERS 
ROOTS  CULTURE  REGGAE 

w/.  CORBETT  HARVEY  BOWERS 

|funk,  SOUL  & DISCO 
REGGAE  DANCE  HALL 

w / SPECIAL  GUEST  D.J 

IPOST- MODERN  MIX 

I MINK 

Irhythm  zone 

W /.  CAROL  BEVER 


DANCE  AT  THE 


ATOMIC 
CAFE 


\ 1 .i iJjjL!  JO  COVER 

|3160  16th  St.  621-1617 


SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 

4174  MISSION  ST.  S.F.,  CA  94112 
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NEIGHBORHOOD 

BEAT 

TEENS  OPEN  ART  MUSEUM 


VALERIE  ATONE  (L)  AND  JOANNE  BERNARD,  TWO  MUSEUM  ORGANIZERS 
(PHOTO  BY  COLETE  SWEENY) 


The  Museum  of  International  Arts  and 
Craftsis  a professional  quality  art  mu- 
seum, created  and  staffed  by  students  at 
Horace  Mann  Academic  Middle  School. 

The  Museum’s  current  exhibit,  “This 
song  remembers:  A Native  American  Expe- 
rience” commemorating  American  Indian 
art  and  culture,  includes  over  70  pieces  of 


original  art  hand-crafted  by  students  as  well 
as  dozens  of  traditional  Indian  artifacts  col- 
lected from  around  the  country. 

The  museum,  at  Horace  Mann  Aca- 
demic Middle  School  3351 -23rd St  isopen 
to  the  public.  The  entrance  is  at  1242  Valen- 
cia St.,  San  Francisco  695-5881 


ROCIO 


staNoche,  S.F.’s  premiere  Gay-Latino 
Ui  Club,  always  the  haven  for  the  exotica 
maven  featured  the  well-honed  female  im- 
personation skills  of  Rocio  in  April.  Rocio, 
on  tour  from  his  native  El  Salvador  was 
enthusiastically  received  by  a packed  house 

GARBAGE  EXPOSE 

Concerned  residents  on  Woodward  Street 
have  taken  action  to  curtail  the  ongoing 
garbage  problems  that  have  given  the  one- 
block  street  a derogatory  nickname.  “Pig 
Alley.” 

On  April  10.  The  Woodward  Street  Coun- 
cil held  the  second  meeting  in  the  past  seven 
months  to  bring  together  public  officials, 
property  owners  and  tenants.  A videotape 
footage  shot  before  the  pickup  showed  ille- 
gal dumpsters  on  the  sidewalks,  literally 
overflowing  with  garbage.  Many  landlords 
on  Woodward  Street  do  not  provide  ade- 
quate containers  for  the  number  of  tenants  to 
whom  they  rent  apartment  space. 

During  the  garbage  pickup,  the  Sunset 
Scavengers  team  assigned  to  the  block  left; 
an  inordinate  amount  of  trash  on  the  street 
itself  after  emptying  containers  into  the  truck. 
Each  time  the  truck  stopped,  it  was  obvious 
exactly  where  they  had  been  putting  the 


Other  representatives  on  the  panel  of 
garbage  experts  informed  the  attendees  of 
the  meeting  about  recycling,  which  started 
on  Woodward  Street  the  following  week. 

There  was  skepticism  about  whether  the 
recycling  program  can  work  on  Woodward 
Street,  considering  the  language  problems 
of  communicating  the  instructions  as  well  as 
the  likelihood  that  people  may  use  the  recep- 
tacles for  other  trash  since  there  has  been  an 
inadequate  number  of  garbage  cans  to  date. 

One  properly  owner  attending  the  meet- 
ing, who  lives  close  to  Noe  Valley,  said  her 
recycling  container  was  stolen  the  first  day 
it  was  delivered.  Reider  stated  the  policy  is 
to  replace  it  once,  and  after  that  there  will  be 
a charge.  She  also  advised  people  to  write 
their  phone  numbers  on  their  containers  to 
reduce  this  problem. 

An  anti-litter  video,  “Pick  It  Up,"  was 
also  shown  at  the  meeting.  It  is  rap  video  that 
was  filmed  by  members  of  the  Woodward 
Street  Council  and  performed  by  LaCreea 


and  the  Nonstop  Dancers.  Copies  of  the  :90 
second  piece  are  available  for  television  and 
radio  by  calling  255-2033. 

-Kate  Ingram 

SPEND  A GREAT 

SUMMER 

AT  JAMESTOWN! 

Registration  is  now  open  for  the  Mission 
Recreation  Project’s  1990  SUMMER  DAY 
CAMP.  The  cost  is  S360.00  for  8 weeks, 
June  25- August  17.  and  the  hours  are  8:00- 
5:30,  Mon.-Fn.  Activities  will  include  Dis- 
covery and  Art  Projects,  field  trips  in  nature, 
park  excursions,  neighborhood  outings, 
outdoor  recreation,  swimming.  Summer 
Bridge  Reading  Program,  t ree  Mayor’s  Food 
Program,  and  more!  Space  is  limited,  so 
enroll  today!  Scholarships  and  family  dis- 
counts available. 


AUNT  MARY’S 
RESTAURANT 

Mexican  & American  Cuisine 

Try  our  excellent  dishes  in  a nice  atmosphere 


BREAKFAST  AND  LUNCH 
SPECIALS 


Reservations  626-5523 


— 3122  16th  St. 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP  | 


o Quality  Photofinishing 
o Cameras  & Projectors 
o Accessories 


PHOTO  BY  AMY  SNYDER 


of  drag  queen  af  ficionados.  Although  trained 
as  an  engineer  Rocio,  opted  for  the  gay  club 
life  and  set  up  his  own  club  in  San  Salvador 
fifteen  years  ago.  Rocio  has  also  operated 
“spectaculos"  mixed  gay/straight  clubs  in 
Guatamala. 

ON  WOODWARD  ST. 

garbage  into  the  back. 

Afterwards,  gates  were  not  closed,  and 
some  cans  still  were  not  empty.  Several 
were  left  overturned  in  front  of  buildings. 
Some  were  immediately  filled  to  the  brim  by 
tenants  waiting  for  the  pickup  in  order  to  put 
their  trash  out 

The  videotape  brought  a sober  reality  to 
the  meeting,  and  Fiore  Garbanni,  who  rep- 
resented Sunset  Scavengers  on  the  panel, 
said  he  had  been  in  the  business  for  twenty 
years,  and  had  “never  seen  anything  like  it.” 
He  admitted  there  was  a personnel  problem, 
and  went  on  to  offer  free  garbage  pickup 
weekly  on  the  block,  until  the  problem  has 
been  resolved  to  everyone’s  satisfaction. 

In  addition  to  these  problems  caused  by 
landlords  and  the  garbage  company,  tenants 
havealso  contributed  to  the  excessive  amount 
of  litter  on  the  street. 


o Darkroom  Supplies 
o Camera  Repairs  ^ 
o Retouching 

id 


1089  Valencia  Street  (Near  22nd)  o San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Telephone  (415)641-8396 
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Coffee,  Tea,  & Deals. 


Ill 


IF 


FREE  FILTERS 

With  any  one  pound  coffee  purchase  receive  a box  of 
Filtropa  40‘s  fillers  FREE,  or  a Si  .00  credit  toward 
any  other  filters 


or 


III 


2 for  1 TEAS 

Buy  any  size  package  of  our  lea  and 
receive  one  of  equal  or  less  value  FREE 


III 

IF 


IF 


$1  OFF  1 lb.  COFFEE 

Bring  this  coupon  to  or  store  and  receive  SI  .00  OFF 
a pound  of  our  freshly  roasted  coffee. 


from 


MISSION  COFFEE  COMPANY 

1038  Valencia  St.,  SF,  (415)  826-8089 

Bnng  (his  ad  with  you.  Please,  only  one  deal  per  ad 
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Computer  Sick? 

We  make  house  calls. 

We  not  only  build  the  best  clones  in  the  Bay  Area,  but  we  repair 
computers  and  peripherals.  Our  repair  service  is  based  on 
getting  you  up  and  running  as  soon  as  possible,  often  in  less 
than  24  hours. 

Mention  this  ad  and  receive  a 10%  discount  on  parts  and  labor. 

Experts  in  assisting  non-prof  its  and  small  business  — Full  on- 
site installation  and  training  — Complete  system  and  network 
solutions  — Classes  — Consulting  — Servicing—  Repair 

Noe  Valley  Computers 

Helping  people  to  use  computers 
^ 85  29th  Street  @ San  Jose  Ave.  282-3000  j 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


A Law  Firm  for  Xenants 

We  will  help  you 
assert  your  legal  right  to  live  in 
decent  and  safe  housing 

WEST  BAY  LAW  COLLECTIVE 

2017  MISSION  STREET,  SUITE  300 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94110 

621-0438 


-by  Robert  Cole  and  Lowell  Williams 


ALMANAC:  May  1st  is  the  ancient 
holiday  of  Beltane.  In  the  past  young 
virgins,  boys  and  girls,  would  gather  in 
the  grassy  green  fields  and  dance 
themselves  into  a passionate  frenzy.  The 
passion  of  their  love  stirred  the  fertility  of 
Mother  Earth  and  the  abundance  of  the 
harvest  was  assured.  The  Sun  will  be  in 
Taurus  until  May  21  at  12:39  am  PDT 
when  it  will  enter  Gemini.  The  Moon 
will  be  full  in  May  9 at  12:32  pm  PDT, 
and  the  Moon  will  be  new  on  May  24  at 
4:47  am  PDT.  Venus  is  in  Pisces  until 
May  3,  in  Aries  until  May  30,  then 
Taurus.  Mars  is  in  Pisces  all  month  long: 
and  Jupiter  is  in  Cancer.  Saturn,  Uranus 
and  Neptune  are  all  retrograde  in 
Capricorn;  Pluto  is  retrograde  in  Scorpio. 

ARIES  (MAR  21-APR  19):  Money. 
Money.  Money.  It's  all  around  you.  It's 
piling  up  in  massive  stacks  of 
accumulation.  You  can't  spend  it  fast 
enough.  Somehow  or  another  you'll  have 
to  save  some  of  this  extraordinary  wealth 
for  plans  projects  coming  up  later  in  the 
summer.  Ask  your  lover  for  help  in  these 
matters.  Maybe  you’ll  travel  to  Shamballa 
on  a magic  carpet  next  June. 

TAURUS  (APR  20-MAY  20):  Happy 
Birthday  to  the  most  loving  and 
passionate  people  on  the  whole  planet!  A 
great  metamorphosis  will  occur  in  your 
life  this  month  as  old  jobs,  old 
relationships,  old  self-images  dissolve  in 
the  brilliance  of  your  new-found  genius. 
Step  boldly  into  the  adventure  of  this 
time.  Your  lover  will  follow  you  even  if 
it’s  to  the  end  of  the  Earth. 

GEMINI  (MAY  21-JUNE  20)  Ghosts 
from  the  past  haunt  you  but  you  must 
admit  that  your  previous  affiliations  with 
these  undercover  agents  has  gotten  you  all 
tied  up  in  a big  ball  of  paranoia.  Shock 
the  world,  especially  your  lover,  by 
admitting  to  the  whole  affair.  Explain 
everything  and  trust  that  others  are  mature 
enough  to  understand  your  reasons.  It 
could  have  been  much  worse  and  they 
know  it. 

CANCER  (JUN  21-JUL  22):  Just  throw 
your  hands  up  in  the  air  and  head  off  for  a 
private  sanctuary'  where  you  can  commune 
with  the  powers  of  peace  and  quiet.  There 
are  times  like  this  when  the  guru  in  you 
needs  to  re-charge,  otherwise  your  aura 
will  become  too  thick  and  murky.  And 
your  fans  and  followers  can’t  stand  a thick 
and  murky  aura,  no  way.  Ponder  the  vast 
possibilities  of  the  future  for  clarity. 

LEO  (JUL  23-AUG  22):  Peak  experiences 
drive  you  to  the  heights  of  self  admiration 
this  month.  The  crowds  are  in  awe  of  your 
talent.  Your  lover  seems  strangely 
enchanted  by  your  success.  The  whole 
world  seems  to  be  interested  in  your 
happiness.  So  refuse  to  pout  or  criticize 
and  ride  high  on  the  fame  and  fortune 
which  surround  you.  You  really  are  the 
star  of  the  month! 


LIBRA  (SEPT  23-OCT  22):  Oooolala!! 
So  sexy,  so,  so,  so,  sexy!  Your  every 
move  turns  on  anybody  standing  within 
several  yards.  Your  eyes  and  your  smile 
reach  deep  into  those  hearts  which  are 
open  to  the  lust  of  intense  romance.  And 
you  just  can’t  keep  his/her  hands  off  your 
beautiful  body.  Reduce  yourself  to  a 
simple  sex  object  and  relish  the  sweet 
sensations.  Nothing  else  matters. 

SCORPIO  (OCT  23-DEC  21): 
Cooperation  is  not  just  a matter  of 
surrendering  to  what  the  other  person 
wants;  such  an  attitude  would  lead  you 
into  dire  slavery.  While  you  may  be 
intrigued  by  the  leather  whips  and  steel 
chains,  save  the  sadomasochism  for  those 
sweaty  spring  nights  out  in  the  woods. 
Real  cooperation  demands  that  you  pul  up 
your  fair  share  or  shut  up  completely. 
Your  team  is  waiting  for  you  to 
cooperate.  You  are  loved  more  than  you 
think. 

SAGITTARIUS  (NOV  23-DEC  21):  Stop 
working  so  hard  to  make  things  belter. 
Repeal  to  yourself  over  and  over  again: 
"Everything  is  perfect.  Everything  is 
right.  I am  light.”  Eat  deliciously  pure 
foods.  Bathe  in  crystal-clear  water.  And 
sense  the  real  pleasures  of  your  body.  If 
Mother  Earth  needs  your  help,  she’ll  call 
you  in  a dream  and  you’ll  wake  up 
knowing  exactly  what  to  do.  Until  then, 
wait  patiently. 

CAPRICORN  (DEC  22-JAN  19):  Rush 
forward  into  the  grassy  green  Fields  of 
springtime  without  a worcy  in  the  world. 
This  whole  month  is  dedicated  to  your 
pure  enjoyment.  Serious  goals,  major 
plans,  big  ideas  appear  like  commercials 
on  MTV-  illusions  of  commercial  greed. 
Shirk  your  responsibilities  and  go  play 
on  the  swings.  You’ll  meet  some  really 
groovy  playmates  if  you  take  the  risk. 

AQUARIUS  (JAN  20-FEB  18):  While 
business  and  social  life  is  down,  you 
should  focus  your  attention  on  your 
family  responsibilities.  If  your  mom  and 
dad  are  still  around,  show  them  a little 
more  love  than  usual.  If  you  are  a mom  or 
dad  yourself,  devote  every  day  of  this 
month  to  your  kids.  While  the  world 
appears  to  be  falling  apart,  you  must 
spend  time  rebuilding  family  foundations. 

PISCES  (FEB  19-MAR  20):  Poking  your 
nose  into  secret  underground  organizations 
will  reveal  a scenario  which  will  truly 
blow  your  mind  this  month.  You  are 
becoming  involved  with  people  much 
more  powerful  than  you  ever  imagined. 
Assert  your  strongest  moral  convictions; 
get  up  on  your  soapbox  and  tell  the  truth. 
Your  gospel  will  save  the  world  from 
their  nasty  machinations. 

For  information  on  private  consultations, 
send  a 25c  postage  stamp  to:  Astrologers, 
P.O.  Box  884561  San  Francisco,  CA 
94188 


VIRGO  (AUG  23-SEP  22):  There  are  lots 
of  finishing  touches  which  you  need  to 
make  on  all  your  projects  this  month.  Tie 
up  loose  ends,  eliminate  all  dead  weight, 
and  chant  a hearty  amen  at  the  end  of  your 
meditations.  Goals  which  you  set  for 
yourself  last  summer  are  coming  into  full 
manifestation.  The  fruit  is  getting  so  ripe 
and  juicy.  Drool  over  your 
accomplishments,  but  wait  until  they  drop 
in  your  lap. 
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-FRANK  TURNS  THIRTY! 


By  Frank  Deadbeat 

A cold  night  wind  claws  at  my  window, 
rattling  the  pane  until  it  finds  the  chink 
in  the  glass:  it  whistles  through  the  chink ; it 
shivers  the  flames  of  the  thirty  black  candles 
which  surround  me  in  the  form  of  a pen- 
tagram. The  cuckoo  clock  in  the  wall  strikes 
eleven;  eleven  times  the  painted  bird  emerges 
with  its  mocking  refrain.  It  is  the  last  time 
this  young  man’s  ears  will  hear  that  sound 
that  so  well  describes  him;  these  are  the  last 
words  this  young  man  will  write,  for  this  is 
the  final  hour.  Beyond  this  hour,  as  beyond 
the  wall  of  death,  lies  Mystery  and  Change. 
Beyond  this  hour  looms  a number,  horrible 
in  its  significance:  the  BIG  THREE-OH! 

Those  of  you  who  will  read  this  after  I 
have  Crossed  Over  - you  youngsters  who 
have  not  yet  Crossed  Over  yourselves  - I 
know  what  you  will  say:  “quit  yer  whinin’, 
Deadbeat;  so  you’re  turnin’  thirty;  so  what?” 
- Unconscious  of  the  awful  irony  of  these 
words.  Those  of  you  who  have  already 
Crossed  Over  - you  will  know  whereof  I 
speak.  No  Doubt  you  will  tremble  - as  I now 
tremble,  clutching  at  my  nightshirt  - when 
you  realize  that  I am  about  to  reveal  the 
Secret  of  the  Big  Threc-Oh  to  the  world,  as 
that  secret  was  revealed  to  me  nine  years  ago 
by  my  own  mother.  I will  tear  the  veil  of  the 
demonic  conspiracy  that  has  kept  the  world 
in  thralldom  for  the  last  five  thousand  years 
- 1 will  warn  the  young  men  and  women  for 
whom,  unlike  myself,  it  is  not  yet  too  late'. 

Nine  years  ago,  when  I turned  twenty- 
one,  my  mother  called  to  wish  me  a Happy 
Birthday.  I was  still  going  to  school  at  the 
time,  and  as  usual,  my  mother  quickly  guided 


the  conversation  to  what . was  going  to  do 
after  I got  my  B.  A.  I know  she  wanted  me  to 
say  I was  going  to  go  to  graduate  school, 
become  a teacher  or  a lawyer  or  a social 
worker,  but  I gave  the  usual  reply:  “I  guess 
I’ll  just  keep  writing,”  which  was  followed 
by  the  usual  silence  on  mom’s  end.  Then: 
“Do  you  think  you  can  make  a living  at 
it?” 

“Maybe,”  I said,  “but  I’ll  probably  have 
to  keep  working  odd  jobs  to  get  by.." 

"But  Frank,  you  don’t  want  to  just  ‘get 
by’,  do  you?  Americans  want  to  succeed, 
not  just  survive.  What  are  you  going  to  do  to 


INDUSTRIAL  UNIONISM 
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INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS 
OF  THE  WORLD 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
General  Membership  Branch 

P O BOX  40485 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94140 


make  money,  so  you  can  settle  down  and 
marry  a nice  girl  and  give  me  grandchil- 
dren?" 

“Aw,  c’mon,  maw,  gimme  a break!  I 
gotta  be  free!  I gotta  do  my  own  thang  for 
art’s  sake!  There’s  more  to  life  than  money 
- hey  stop  laughing!” 

“You’ll  see,”  she  said,  when  the  tide  of 
her  hilarity  had  ebbed.  “You’ll  change  your 
mind.  Things  will  look  different  to  you  after 
you  turn  thirty  and  the  Yupdcvil  takes  pos- 
session of  your  -”  She  stopped  herself,  but 
it  was  already  too  late.  The  cat  was  out  of  the 
bag.  and  clawing  the  furniture. 

“The  Yupdevil?”  I said. 

There  was  a long  silence,  heavy  with 
tension.  “I  shouldn ’ t tell  you  an>  more,”  she 
said  at  length.  “If  the  Y updevil  finds  out,  he 
might  revoke  my  credit  cards,  devalue  my 
stock  -but  I’ve  come  this  far.  I mightas  well 
tell  you.." 

And  so  she  told  me  of  the  demonic  force 
that  takes  possession  of  the  human  body 


when  that  body  reaches  tne  age  ol  thirty  ( if 
not  before),  and  to  which  very  few  people  - 
almost  no  white  people  - arc  immune.  (That 
goes  for  arty-liberal  white  boys  with  middle- 
class  parents.)  It  is  a demon  with  many 
faces,  many  names:  Security,  Comfort, 
Sobriety,  “Looking  Out  For  #1."  “I’m  Too 
Old  To  Be  Living  Like  This,"  “Let’s  Slay 
Home  and  Watch  ‘thirlysomcihing’”  - and 
yet  the  demon  has  but  one  heart,  and  its 
name  is  Greed,  known  also  as  Vanity.  (Then 
again  all  is  vanity.) 

The  way  Mom  described  it,  possession 
by  Yupdevil  didn’t  sound  too  bad:  money  in 
the  bank,  a nice  9 to  5 office  job.  no  more 
Ramen,  no  more  threadbare  clothes  and 
heatless  nights;  no  more  spending  my  last 
dollar  on  a MacDonald’s  cheeseburger  and 
then  having  to  share  it  with  the  cat;  no  more 
pulling  out  gold  teeth  and  pawning  them  to 
buy  typing  paper.  There  was  another,  darker 
side,  though:  mortgages,  bosses,  car  pay- 
ments, credit  checks,  ennui,  the  death  of  the 
soul.  But  like  most  young  folks,  I thought  I 
was  immune;  that  it  would  never  happen  to 
me;  that  I could  keep  on  livin’  funky  and 
avoid  the  Yupdevil  forever.  In  fact,  I re- 
solved then  and  there  to  make  myself  into 
such  a hopelessly  flakey  and  impoverished 
character  that  even  the  mighty  Yupdevil 
would  be  unable  to  do  anything  with  me.  ( I 
figured  that  my  gig  with  the  North  Mission 
New's  would  cinch  it)  Whether  or  not  I 
succeeded,  w e shall  discover  presently  - for 
when  the  cuckoo  clock  on  the  wall  strikes 
midnight,  in  about  two  minutes,  I will  offi- 
cially turn  thinynothing. 

Here  goes:  3...2...1  ...“Cuckoo!  Cuckoo!” 

But  wait  - what’s  that  fumbling  at  the 
w indow  pane?  Is  it  only  the  wind,  or  is  it  - 
oh  my  god!  - that  face'.  - those  wings'.  - that 
suit'.  - the  u tan  blur  - the  three  lobed  burning 
eye  -fhtagn  Clhulhu  Satanae  Trump  - if  I 
start  taking  classes  right  now  I could  get  my 
MBA  in  four  years;  my  BMW  in  five  - 
maybe  1 should  shave  - is  ‘thirtysomething’ 
on  tonight?  - where’s  that  dam  espresso 
machine-? 
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High  Quality  Axy-gait 
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Business  Cards 
GranL  Proposals 
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Quick  Turnaround 
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Macintosh/Laserwriter  System* 


Cal X Kate  or  JCinvat  861-3669  in  the  Mission 


1990  BASEBALL  CARDS  ARE  HERE 

BIGGEST  SELECTION  OF  SPORTS 
FLEER  CARDS  IN  S.F. 
DONRUSS 
(POP-UP, 

SPORTS 
FLICK) 

TOPPS 
SCORE 
BOWMAN 
UPPERDECK 
PLUS  1989 
FOOTBALL 
CARDS 
(SCORE, 

PROSET) 

BASKETBALL 
CARDS 
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Fine  Custom  Framing  and  Gallery 


15%  OFF  • FRAMING  • 15%  OFF  • FRAMING  • 15%  OFF 


San  Francisco  Oakland 

920  Valencia  Street  3738  Grand  Avenue 

(@  20th.)  (ACROSS  FROM  SAFEWAY) 

(41 5)  826-2321  (41 5)  839-51 42 


Two  Locations  to  Serve  You 


l 


wlht 


* M LEH^V 

open 

daily 

11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 


* TAQUERIA 


PHONE  431-3351 


3071  —16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
OPEN  DAILY 
11  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 


Offer  Expires  June  30th  / 90 


